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This BOOK relates what worthy Deeds were done 
By the Seven CHAurioks of Chriſendom: Lili 
yg ey Giants, Dragons, Monfters, Serpents ſlew, .. ++ 

An mighty Pagan Armies overthrew : by,” | 
They the damn'd Necromancer's Power did quell; /_ 
And them, with their Enchantments, ſent to Hell. 
They aRed like the Sons of Valiant Sires, ns | 

+ * Whoſe/High Atchievements all the World admirg: /| 
Kead then, with Pleaſure, this Renowned Story, 
$i) Which for your Recreation's ſet before ye. 
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and Misfortunes, n Deſarts, Wilderneſſes, add 
Inchanted Caſtles: Their Conqueſts of Empires 
and Kingdoms, reheving diſtreiſed Ladies, with 
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The Archited' Companion, for Eſtimating of 
Ne v Buildings, or Repairing of O'd: In a conciſe, 
eaſy Method, entirely New; and of Uſe to Gentle- 
men, or their Stewards, Maſters, Workmen, Artifi- 
cers, or any Perſon that undertakes to let out Work 
concerned in Building; and every Article belong- , þ 
ing to each of them, are fully, diſtinctly, and ſepa- . f - 
rately conſidered, and the Prices thereof inſerted, d 
not only of the Workmanſhip, but of the Materials 
. alſo 3 and what Quantity of Materials are required J 
to the Performance thereof: With the Manner of | 
making Dimenſions, Meaſuring and Valuing of the 
fame. Alſo, a New Method to ſhew what Light is 
proper for any Room, and the Proportions that the 
Windows, Chimnies and Funnels ought to have, by 
an univerſal Rule. To which is added, Several New 
Tables (never before publiſhed) for the Valuing of 
'Oak, or any other Timber that is ſquared or cut to 
any Scantling or Size fit for Building. 
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READER; 


N 7Zhrs famous Hiſtory you will find ſuch 
excellent paſſages of rue Knighthood, 
and beats of Arms, mixed with other rare 
and pleaſing adventures, that no other Hiſtory 
is furniſbed with': The ſuvjeft matter has. been 
ſo unwverſally accepted and applauded among ail 


forts of people in the Four United Kingdoms, 


that it needs no ſtrained rhetorick or encemium 
to ſet it off, or recommend it to the world. 
The method is plain and eaſy, ſuited to the 


meanejt capacity, to enrich the fancy, as We't - 


as divert the. learned; for in the variety of 
paſſages here n mentioned, Honour, Juſtice, 


Love and Compaſſion to the Viſtreſſed, are 
ſo-twined and interwoven, as to make up a flou- 


riſhing garland of deſireable virtues, to adorn 
the minds of thoſe that are admirers of them; 


fo that in the ſearch of the large Hiſtories F. 


#his kind. that is not to be found in Volumes, 
which is here briefly compriſed. In one ſenſe it 
cannot fail toſt ir up and ſp re heroit ſouis to 


the enterprizing great ans nob:e enploits and 


undertakings, {o crown their memories in af ters 


ages; and to be a pattern to guide them in 


pu, ſteps of thoſe, who with Conitancy, 


A 3 - Chaſitty, | 


TH PREFACE. 


Chaſlity, and all other winning graces, have 
rendered (eſpecially the Fair-Sex) famous and 
worthy of eſteem. 

To conclude : It is a Garden of Delight, 
ent of which may be gathered a Poſie to delight 
eng improve the Underſtanding, and refrefb 
tbe Memory, in the knowledgeof Things paſt, 
lively deſcribing famous Cities, Monuments, 
Princes Courts, Countries, and ethar things, 
8s well as Battles aud Glorious Atchieve- 
ments, Sc. that it muſt of neceſſity be plea- 
fant to the Reader: To whoſe judicial peru- 
ſal, as likewiſe well-wiſhes, I recommend it. 


FEC ˙ KTK 
A Short POEM on the WORK. 


T HE &hr:i/{#:ms Champions glory we proclaim, 
Who thro' all dangers bravely follow'd fame; 
In foreign lands their countries did renown, 
Made Pagans ſtoop, and brav*deach tyrants frown, 
To the Diſtreſſed, friends they always ſtood, 
And glory'd only in their doing g29d, 
No carpet Knights they were, but of true mould, 
Out- ſhin'd in feel all thoſe that beaſt of gud. 
True worth their names eternally make live, 
W bilſt Kings their badges as thoſe honowys give; 
Worn by nobles, and each country's proud, 
' "I hey as their titular patrons are allow'd, 


Whilſt to their feftivals with joy they crowd, 
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, boto he was ſtollen away by an Inchantreſs. 
' | 
' O T long after the deſtruction of Ty, 
ſprung up the Seven Wonders of the Horld, Al 
the Seven Champions of Chriſtendom, St. Gearge for © 
4 England, 
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Scotland, St. Anthony for Italy, St. Patrick for Ire- 
land, and St. David for Wales. 

It. George was born in the city of Coventry, 
and for his in. agnanimous deeds of arms, in fo- 
reign adventures, had the title given him of, 
The paliant'C hampion df. CTEORGE of Exc AND; 
whote golden garter is {till worn by Kings, 
i es; and Noblemenz in memory of his many 
li Sories. When his mother was conceived of 
him,” ſhe dfeamed- ſhe was, with child of a dra- 

on, Which, would be N of her death; 

which dream ſhe congealed till her painful bur⸗ 
then grew lo- heavy, her womb Was not ahle to 
bear“ it; 8 that at length Hue reveal ed it to her 
nome + ho Was then Lord Steward of Erz- 
and. This Jh o dteamaftruck ſuch terrqr 


lag her butband heart, that he was ſpecchleſs; 


ut recovering, he àſlured her that he would try 
the utmoſt thut art and nature cguld do, to 
md out the meaning of this dream; and tak- 
ing only one Knight with him goes fo the ſ a 
tary. walks of Cab, the wiſe» Lady of th 
woods ; and taking a amb to offer Herifice 10 
E Inchentreſs with them, they came to an; iron 
gage, heregn hung a brazen horn for them. to 
wind, that would, {peak with: the Inchantreſs : 
1 8 hes firſt offered the lamb with great devotion 
be fore the iron gate, and then without any fear 
they blew the brazen horn, the ſound whereof 


made the earth to ec after which they 
heard n voice out bot the o8rtls tries theſe 


words; RY Ns + 
? ; 25 . 
$03 TORS 2 GIST DTT ande BY N 
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Eng lau 1, St. ant for France, St. Andrew for 
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Sir Knight, be gone, and mark me well, 
IWithin the Lady s womb doth dwell 

A ſon, who like a .dragen fierce, 

His mother's tender womb ſhall pierce ; 
A valiant Champion he ſhall be 

In noble atts of Cavalry, 

Be gene I now. bid you adieu; 

You „ find what I have told is true. 


This dark riddle, being thrice repeated, fo 


amazed them, that they thought to wind 'the 


horn the ſecond time, to know the meaning 
0: it; but not daring to venture, they left the 
inchanced cave. In the mean time, the Lad 

had ſuch bitter labour, that either ſhe or the 
child muſt periſh; upon which, ſhe, for the 
good of her country, was content her tender 
womb ſhould be opened, that the child might 
be taken out alive: So being caſt into a dead 
ſicep, the operation was made, . He had on his 
breaſt the lively picture of a dragon, a blood- 


red croſs on his ri; ght hand, and a gold gar- 


ter on his left-leg : They named him George, 


and provided him three nurſes; one to give 


him fuck,” another to keep him aſleep, and the 
third to provide him food. Soon after, his 


birth, the Inchantreſs Calybþ ſtole the infant 


from the. careleſs,nurſes ; I he noble Lord now 


returning, met with the dolefu] tidings of the 


death of his Lade, and the loſs of his ſon: Re 
"was extremely gricved with theſe two lamenta- 
ble misfortunes, and ſent meſiengers to all 


countries, to find out his ſon, but couid hear 


% 


Eo Gn eat ot dtd tf 


Yr} by v 
[RX NIE 


= 


= - 
= _—_— 188 = 


4 - 


©. — — 


— mn In I 8 
n * 
r ˙ ꝙ.Q ! a —— — 


* 


————— — 


— 


— 
v d E 
- - - . 
* — =» o& — * 4 . 5 


ry * * "I" | = 
e > » te: — 
os * 


r 


— — - 
DD EEE 


<- 2 — = > = 4 5 — — — 
— Cons fed” c „ CHIEN Ch. TR — 
öI: % „„ 


* »-— 2 


ade erect - 


4 
* 
” 
3 
. 
1 
: 


* * 
S 2 
Rs word < > CSC e 


* another foom, wherein was the richeſt armour 
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no tale nor tidings of him, which ſoon brought 
him to his grave. | | 

The witch Calzb had detained St, George in 
her cave fourteen years, and at length fell in 
Jove with him, which he declined, his mind 
being ſet upon martial adventures: Neverthe- 
leſs, hoping to obtain his liberty, if in caſe ſhe 
made him maſter of all the inchanted place, he 
feemed willing, and wound himſelf in by de- 
grees to have her yield all her power over unto 
him, which the willingly did. Then he intreat- 
ed her to tell him his birth, his name and pa- 
rentage : Thou art (quoth ſhe) by birth, ſon t9 
the Lord Albert high Steward of England, and 
from thy birth tn this day have JI kept thee as my 
child, and my virginity for thee, So taking him 
by the hand, ſhe led him into a brazen-caſtle, 
wherein remained fix of the braveſt Knights of 
the world. Theſe are (ſaid ſhe) fix worthy 
Champions of Chriſtendom : The firft is St. Den- 
nis / France; the ſecond St. James of Spain; the 


- third St. Anthony of Italy; the go St. An- 


drew of Scotland ; the fifth St. Patrick of Ire- 
land; the ſixth St. David of Wales; and thou 
art born to be the ſeventh, thy name being Saint 
GEORGE of ENGLAND, for /o ſhalt thou be called 
in time to come. Then taking him by the hand, 
ſhe led him into a fair large room, where ſtood 
jeven of the goodlieſt ſteeds that ever eyes be- 
held; /ix of theſe (ſaid ſhe) belong to the fix 
Knights, and the ſeventh I will befloaw upon thee, 


whoſe name is Bucephalus, the name of Alexan- 


der's great horſe, Moreover, ſhe Jed him into 
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in the world; chuſing out the ſtrongeſt corſlet 
from the armoury, ſhe with  her;-own hands, 
buckled-it about his breaſt, laced on bis helmet, 
and; attired him with a rich capariſon; then 
ſetchifg him forth a huge faulchion, put it in 
his hand; naw (quoth ſhe) thoutare invincible, 
never to be Conquered, fo now thau hajt the ſtrong- 
eſt urmour in the world, and a ſtword that will cut 


the hardeſt flint aſunder., Thus being blinded: 
with her own luſt, ſhe put a ſilver wand in his 


hand, which wrought her own deſtruction ; for 
then be had the power of the inchanted wood; 


ſo as they were walking along by a mighty rock, | 
which the Knight perceived, {truck it with che 
ſilver wand; with that the rock opened, and 


there did he ſee before his eyes a number of lit- 
tle infants which ſhe had murdered by her 1n- 


chantment. St. George (quoth ſhe) [will her 
you more than this, if thou wilt fellow me : do ſtep- 


ping in, he with the inchanted wand ſtruck the 
rock again, and the rock cloſed her in. There 
was the end of that famous Inchantreſs; where 


we will leave her to the fury of the devils, and 
ſpeak more of St. George, who releaſed the fix. 
Champions out of captivity; they giving him 


many thanks, went with him to ſeek their for- 


tunes; whoſe matchleſs deeds ſha. be ſhewed i in! 


the following chapters. 


#1 


How St: Gore filled the burning dragon iu 
Egypt, and redeemed Sabra, the King's daughter 
from dedthb. How he was betrayed by the King 
of Morocco, and ſent to the Sultan of Perſia, 
where he flew twa' lions, and remained ſeven 
N in priſon. 8 


OON after the deen Chaihpichs departed 
from the inchanted cave of Calyb, they ſtay- 
25 2 while in the city of Coventry, in which 
time they erected a ſtately monument. in ho- 
nour of dt, George's mother: And ſo in the be- 
g12n.ng of the ſpring, they took their leave 
one of another, and went every one a ſeparate 
way to ſeek their fortunes; where we ſhall 
leave the ff champions to their contented | 

travels, and whoily diſcourſe of our country- | 


man, 
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man, the chief of them, St. GEORGE of Eng- 
land; who travelled 'till he came into the ter- 
ritories of Egypt, where he met a poor hermit: 
St. George demanded entertainment ſon himſelf 
and ſtable room for his horſe. Sir Knight, (qouth 
the hermit) you ſeem by your habiliments to be un 
Engliſhman, for I percerve the arms of England. 
engraven upon your armour : Sir, I pity you; you 
are as far from having relief wig as you are in 
diſtance from our own country, by reafon of a fiery 
dragon, which every day devours à virgin; and 
in caſe he miſſes of one but one day, then doth he 
end forth ſuch an infectigus plague among us, that 
the people die ſo faſt, that the living can ſcarce 
bury the dead; and hath deſtrayed all the dirgins 
in the land, but the King's daughter, and ſbe is to 
be ſent to-morrow morning to be devoured by this 
feery dragon. Now the King hath made a pr oclama- 
tion through all the realm, that if any Knight wen⸗ 
fo hardy as to encounter with this dragon, and 7 
him, he ſhould have his daughter in marriage, and 
his. crown after his deceaſe.. : 

Upon hearing of which, St. George rely 
to venture his own life, to et the lady free; in- 
treating the old man to give him leave to lodge 
that night in the cave, and next morning he 
would be ready for the rencounter. T he. old 
man, overcome with joy, had him to his cave, 
and kindly entertained him with ſuch homely fare 
as he had: Next morning St. George mounted 
on his ſteed, and took his leave of the good old 
hermit, wha remained in, his cave to pray for 
the * ſucceſs of St. George, who 1 is poſting | 
ID | am 
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away to encounter with the fiery dragon; where 
upon the way he overtakes the woeful virgin, 
the King's daughter, accompanied with a num- 
ber of ſorrowful matrons, bewailing her unfor- 
tunate fate: St. George comforts them up with 
theſe words : 


Fair Princeſs, and ye matrons all, 
Refrain, and mourn no more; 

For by the fiery dragon's fall, 
Your freedom JIl reftore ; 

The dragon is your enemy, 
Fl quickly end the ſtrife ; 

Fil clip his wings, he ſhall not fly, 
Or GEORGE Hall end his life. 


admired that he, being a ſtranger, ſhould adven- 
ture himſelf for her fake, when the ſtouteſt 
champions in all Zgypt durſt not. + 


Sir Knight, I give you thanks, quath ſhe, 
That undertakes this fight; | 
And fince it ts for love of me, 
The King ſhall you requite : 
And if you periſh in this thing, 
The which you take in hand, 
Next comes the daughter of a King, 
As well you under/tand : 
Go forth, and proſper, worthy. Knight, 
And leave me fore pgrplext, 


' If you ay gat" in the Tight, 
Then I muſt be the nexb. 


The Princeſs oe pany. St. George's courage, 
a 
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St. George kiſſed the Princeſs's hand, and 
vowed to free her, or loſe his life; intreating the 
company to condutt her to her father's palace, 
*till they heard farther. 

Now St. George entered the valley, and com- 
ing near to the cave, the dragon eſpy'd him, 
and ſent forth ſuch a horrible bellowing, as if 
all the devils in hell had been preſent. Saint 
George was never a whit daunted, but ſpurred 
his horſe, and ran courageouſly at him ; but 
his ſcales being harder than any braſs, he ſni- 
vercd his ſpear into a thouſand pieces, and 
withal ſmote St. George ſo hard with his wings 
and tail, that he ſtruck him down from his 
horſe, and bruized him ſore. St, George was 


then forced to draw his ſword, when began a 


moſt terrible fight between him and the dragon; 
and the good Knight was almoſt poiſoned with 
the breath of the dragon, ſo that he was forced 
to retire ; and eſpying a fruit which no venom- 
ous thing dare to come near, eat of the ſaid 
fruit, and recovered again; and then with a 
manly courage aſſaulted the dragon in ſuch ſort, 
that he felled him under his horſe's feet. The 
dragon recovering himſelf, lifted up his wing, 
as i he intended to fly away; which St. George 
ſeeing, and eſpying a bare place under the dra- 
gon's wing, run his ſword up to the hilt, 
which ſo pierced his heart, that with a terrible 
noiſe he breathed out his laſt breath, and yield- 
ed his life to the conqueror. St. George {mote 


off his head, and ſet it on a piece of the ſpear 
he broke againſt the dragon; then gave God 
thanks, and marched towards King Ptolemy's 


2 l court : 


* 
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court: But adverſe fortune croſſed his purpoſe ; 
for inſtead of ringing of bells, and entertaining 


him as a royal champion, for freeing their 


country from that deſtroying monſter, he beheld 


certain armed men marching towards dies with 


their {words drawn; for Alexander, King of Mo- 


rocco, had hired ewelve men in arms to ſurprize 


St. George, he having a great mind to Sahra the 


King's daughter, and fearing St. George would 
obtain; her before him, therefore intended to 


make him away before he came to the court 
with his dragon's head: But never was it known 


that treachery did ever proſper. As for Saint 


George, he behaved himſelf ſo gallantly, that he 
vanquiſhed all his enemies in a little ſpace; which 
when the King of Morocco perceived (for he was 
not far off) he ran tothe King of Egypt, and told 
him the enemy of his country was deſtroyed, 

but never told him of his own treachery againſt 


the champion. But when the King heard of the 
deſtroying of the dragon, he rejoiced greatly, and 


commanded them to ring the bells, and make 


bonfires, and entertain the champion with great 
joy and gladneſs, which was done accordin; Aly. 

Now when St. Geige came to the court, the 
King did welcome him with great bangus! ;ngs, 
tilts and tournaments ; eſpecially the Priatels, 
who then did place her love ſo fervently, that 
all the world could not remove it. 

Now it was the order of the court, to pre- 
ſent rich gifts to thoſe of rank and quality, 
when the Princeſs preſented him with her own 
hand, a diamond of great worth, hich he 
wore on his boger, ſet in a ring of g gold. * 
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Seven Champions of Chriſtendom, 17 
the King of Morocco, that implacable devil, en- 
vying the happineſs of St. George, ſought a ſe- 
cond time to make him away by poiſon, which 
he conveyed in a cup of Greet wine, and pre- 
90 ſented it to St. George, in token of love, when 
he meant nothing leſs than his deſtruction: But 

no ſooner had he put the cup in his hand, but 
the diamond waxed pale, and three drops of 
blood fell from his noſe; Whereupon St. George 
refuſed to drink; and the Princeſs, who loved 
him as ſhe loved herſelf, cried out, TREASON! 
* TREASON | But the King of Egypt, her father 
5 would believe nothing againſt the King of Mo- 
rocce, ſo greatly did he love rand doat upon him, 
which made him the bolder to attempt any thing 
againſt St. George; inſomuch, that he went to 
the King, and informed him, That St. George 
was a Chriſtian, and one that was an enemy to 
their religion: Which when the King heard, 
he ſwore by all his Gods, that he ſhould die ia 
{] cruel death; forgetting the faving of his daugh- 
F er's life, and the freeing of his country from 


utter deſtruction. Moreover, the black King 


of Morocco told him, that:he went about to per- 
ſuade his daughter to thrn Chriſtian, which 
made the King the more enraged ; whereupon 
he wrote a letter to the Sultan of Perſia, and 


* ſealed t with the arms of the nation, That he 


ſhould make St. George away, for he was an 
enemy to their religion, and to their Gods: 
And when he had done, he ſent St. George with 
his own deſtruction, and gave him a great 
| charge to deliver it to the Sultan of Hestia, ſor 
* was a matter of great conſequence,” St. Geos ge 
"iy thinking 


7 
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thinking it an honour to go on ſuch a meſſage, 3 
went, good Knight, like a lamb to the ſlaugh- : 
ter. No ſooner was he arrived at Per/ia, but he 
eſpied ſome of the temples open, into which he 
went, and threw down all their images, and trod 
them under foot, inſomuch that the people of 
the country aroſe in great numbers to take Saint 
George, and carry him to the Sultan of Pera, as 
an enemy to their religion: But St, George did 
lay about him fo, for the honour of Gop and 
Chriſtendom, that in one day he flew about five 
hundred Perſians, infomuch that they were fain 
to fire their beacons, and raiſe all the country 
before they could take him. So when they had 
taken him, they brought him before the Sultan, 
and informed him what he had done ; who ſwore 
by all his Gods, that he ſhould die the cruelleſt 
death that could be invented. St. George, nothing 
at all daunted, told him, That he could do nn» 
more than Gop gave him leave: And told him 
-moreover, he had a letter to deliver him from . 
Ptolemy, King of Egypt : Which, when he had 
read, he was more enraged than before, and 
commanded his guard to take him and caſt him 
into a dark dungeon, where he ſhould behold no 
light until the day of execution. After he had 
been there three days, fome of the enraged Per- 
ſians let down two great lions, which had not 
eat any thing for the ſpace of fourteen days: 
When St. George heard the roaring of the lions, 
he began to think with himſelf what he might do 
to ſave his life; when on a ſudden he broke the 
cords that bound his arms, and itepping aſide, 
he trod upon an old ruſty ſword, which he took - 
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up, and- behaved himſelf lo valiantly, that he 
killed both the lions; which when the Sultan 
heard, he was much terrified, and ſaid he would 


t 1 keep him there ſtill, leſt he thould deſtroy the 


; 


| 
4 
* 
Li 
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. 


whole nation. So St. George lived there full ſeven 
years on rats and mice, and ſuch like vermin as 


the priſon did afford. 


In the mean time Ptolemy, King of Egypt, 


forced fair Sabra, againſt her mind, to marry the 


King of Morocco, who ſhe hated as ſhe hated the 


devil, being the profeſſed enemy of her beloved 


St. Gear ge of England, But ſhe had vowed the 
King of Morg:co ſhould never ſpoil her of her 
virginity; and ty that purpoſe, ſhe went to a ne- 
cromancer, and afked his council therein, who 
gave her this advice: To take a chain of gold, 

and let it lie ſeven days in dragon's milk, and 
in tyger's blood, and put it about her neck; 

and ſo long as ſhe wore the chain, no man 
theuld have power to take her virginity from 
ber; which ſhe did, and fo preſerved her virgi- 
nity for her Engliſh Champion, who, under 8 


F preſerved her from the fiery dragon of Egypt 
Now we will leave fair Sabra with her black | 


King of Morocco, and her beloved St. George in 


the dark dungeon, and ſpeak ſomething of the 


other Champions, who were divided into ſeveral 
parts of the world; and firſt of the noble C ham- 
pion St. Dennis of France. 


lars. en beets 


CHAP. III. 


* How St. Dennis of France lived fever years in 


the ſhape of a Hart: How proud Eglantine, the 
King of Theſſaly's daughter, was transformed 
into a Mulberry-tree : And how they both reco- 
vered their ſhapes by the means of St. Dennis's 
horſe. | 


n Eglantine, daughter to the King of The 
1 /aly, tor her pride, was transformed into a 
Mulberry-tree, in the wilderneſs of Arabia; 
and it was St. Dennis's fortune to travel through | 
that unhappy place, where this unfortunate lady 
was ſo transformed; and being almoſt ſtarved, 
was forced to eat roots, or any wild fruit he 
tc ould find; and r e this deſart, at 
coingth he came to this Mulberry-tree, where 
+ he tdolding ſome fruit on it, began to eat; and 
+ 2%. e 
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e had no ſooner taken of theſe berries, than he 
Pas transformed in a hart; where beholding 
. Himſelf 1 in a ſpring, he began to bewail his . 

fortunes in: tui manner: 


' I was a man that fame ard gain, 
Bit now a hart in ſhow; 

IVhen I. ſhall be a man again, i bog 
e 1 do hot tniͥ. 1841 


0 A + 


The voice of the Mulberry-tree. 


Be patient now, brave Knight, (faid ſhe): 90 
Tu caſe is juſt like mime: | - att) 
by But you and I ſhall-one day ſee 
4 Our honcurs bath to 1 bt 


* Seven years thou ſhalt contin * 


3 Hunger increaſe thy tubes 
in 4 At length thou ſhalt end ull thy ws woe, tl Sf 
the By eating of a role. Me dI 4 Is 1 
med 104407 39h 
rec0- When he had heard this 1 voice! be Rodd mpdk ! 
nis's 4 mazec, and ſpeechleſs for forrow, conſidering” 


pow long a time it would be e're he ſhould 


he- feturn again to the ſociety of men: But his 
Theſe | Wccct getting utterance, he thus bewatled his 
bia; hisfortune: 

ough 1 O wretched creature, and rhiferable4 1 ſaiha 
lady Mew +, 44 confined in this ſolitary place, expoſed: 


rved, Y bardſhips and dangers, in the ſhape of a beaſt, 
: nd ſubject to many misfortunes more than Lyet 
rt, at now of ? Accurſed was the time that I wan ⸗ 
ar d to this unlucky place ꝓ to be ſcurthedi by 
tt 
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. band reſerved the other two, h 
toter might befall. him or any of the champions in 
cotnher places: He no ſooner digeſted it, but bis 
he tac bair 
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the ſun's beams in ſummer, and wet with ſhow- 
ers; and in winter to have ſnow for my cover- 
ing, and no human food to ſuſtain me.“ Upon 
this, tears burſt from his eyes, and ſighs from 
his afflicted breaſt ; yet ſo inchanted he was, that 


he could not remove from thence, nor cared he 


much to endeavour it, 'till his proper ſhape re- 
turned, leſt he ſhould fall a prey to the common 
hunters, which he remembered once was Acteon's 
fate, ſo transformed by Diana, for preſuming to 
ſee her bathing naked in a chryſtal fountain. 
And it the more grieved him that he could not 
be in arms, to ſuccour diſtreſſed ladies, and rid 
the world of oppreſſors and tyrants; yet he was 
obliged to bear all with as much patience as his 
fortitude could arm him with, 

All this time his gallant ſteed never left him, 
but grazed near him, and ſympathized with his 
maſter's ſorrow, ahd brought him boughs which 
he had plucked from the ſpreading trees with his 
teeth, to make him a ſhelter. And thus it paſ- 
ſed with him, till ſeven ſummers and winters 
had paſſed over his head; when one morning, as 
he was praying to heaven for mercy and deliver- 
ance, he perceived, at a diſtance, his horſe la- 
bouring to clamber up a ſteep rock; and having 
ſtayed a while there, he deſcended with a branch 
of a roſe-tree, on which were three roſes of 
A eee : He had no ſooner brought it to him, 

ut he remembered the voice in the mulberry- 


tree; whereupon he 8 eat ohe of them, 1 
or fear the like dan-„ 
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ſhoww- Hair fell off, and he aſſumed his manly ſhape, 
over Finding himſolf exceedingly refrefhed, 


Upon 1 Upon this, he heard a voice as of a woman 
from pyeeping in the hoc of the tree, intreating him 
„ that K cut down the tree, arid deliver her, for now 
ed he the time was accompliſhed : With that, remem- 
pe re- ering where he had laid his ſword, he fetched 
nmon Mt, and with divers violent blows he felled it out 


— 


reon's pf the hollow, underneath which ſprang up a 
ing to peautiful lady, naked, whom he covered with 
ntain. Mis mantle, who made him great reverence, ſtil- 
d not ing him her deliverer ; ſaying her name was Eg- 


1d rid 
E WAS 
as his 


Wantine, daughter to the King of Theſſaly, who 
Mad been by inchantment, for her intolerable 
pride, confined in that place. | 
Then travelling in the moſt beaten path, they 
Found their way out of the wilderneſs; and ſhe 
peing mounted behind him, he conveyed her to 
her father's court, where they were received 
Bvith more joy and welcome than I can expreſs. 
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ATE IV, 
| How St. James, the Champion of Spain, continued ſeven 
years dumb for the lowe of a fair Jew ; and how he ſhould #8 
Fave been ſhot to death by the maidens of Jeruſalem. i 
With other things that happened in his travels. 

OW St. James was minded to travel to 

zruſalem, and paſſing over the confines 

of Sicily, near the burning lake, had a molt ter- 
rible battle with a fiery dragon, for ſeven days 
and ſeven nights, and then paſſed through Cap- 7 
padocia, then through a wilderneſs of monſters ; Wl 
at length came in fight of fair Jerſualem, which 


appeared in his ſight the faireſt city in the 


world, inhabited by Jetos. Juſt at the time of 


his arrival, the King of the country, with all 
| bis 
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— df knights at arms, prepared themſelves for 
Inting, for the country at that time was much 


Wnoyed with wild beaſts, as lyons, bears, ty- 
pers, and ſuch like; the trumpets founded: be- 
fre them in ſuch manner, which made the Spa- 
Vchenpion amazed; and wondering what 
We meaning ſhould be, enquired of a ſhepherd, 
Who told him, That the King and all his nobles 
Were intended that day to hunt, the country 
geing much annoyed by wild beaſts; and the 
King had made proclamation, That whoſoever 
Killed the firſt boar, ſhould have a great reward, 
Aw rode St. James, and was in the foreſt be- 


ſeuen 
e ſhould XR 
1ſalem-. 


vel to 
nfl 8 
ſt ter- 
1 days 1 
Cap - . NE 

nſters ; Pre them all, and by that time the King came, 
which e had killed the greateſt hoar that ever mortal 
in the Wan beheld, who lived in a cave upon the 
time of Peſh of people which he had ſlain: The King 


vith all aid, He deſerved the reward, but withal de- 


| his B | manded 
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law, and the King's 


hands of à virgin: 


on whom the lot fell 
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manded what countryman he. was, and of what 


religion? St. James ſaid, he was a Spaniard by 
bir ith, and a Chriſtian by profeſſion, When the 
King heard that, he was wroth, and ſaid thus 
unto him : Preſumptuous Chriſtian, didſt thou 
never hear of the laws and cuſtoms of Hur na- 


tion, That whatſocver Chriſtian dares approach 


into our confines, ſhall ftraitway be put to death: 
Yet in regard thou haſt done good ſervice for 


our country, in deſtroying this wild boar, thou 


ſhalt have the favour to chuſe thine own death. 


ed for his good ſervice, yet ſeeing it was their 
pleaſure it ſhould be ſo, he 
choſe to be ſhot to death with arrows by the. 
Divers virgins. were ſent 
for, who ſceing St. James faſt bound to a tree; 


with his naked breaſt to receive the ſhaft, be- 
holding alſe his lovely ſhape, and conſidering. 


what good he had done for their country, in 


Killing the wild boar that had deſtroyed ſo 


man utterly tefuſed the ſame;: Inſomuch that 


the King commanded they ſhould caſt lots, any. 
, ſhe ſhould be his exech- 
tioner: lots were made, and the lot fell upon”. 
the King's own daughter, the fair. Princeſs,” 

*whoſe name was Cele, who no ſooner beheld 
his maoly, admirable beauty, but love ſeizing 


her tender breait, ſhe caſt the bow and arrows 
cut of her ade. and falling on her knees be- 
fore her father, begged for his life in theſe 
terms: 


Great Sir, if ever pity moved your. PR 
behold with compaſſion the tears of yout moſt 
obedient 
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| ceded for him, I cannot deny his life to ygur®. 
tears: 


* 
— - 
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27 


obedient daughter on her bended knees, and 
grant my requeſt, 


What is it? ſaid he, 


Ah |! replied ſhe, That this worthy champion, 

this man, whoſe fame is ſpoken of ſo loud through 

. the world, may not be baſely ſlain: How un- 

rateful will i it be in the cars of all nations, when 

F it is told yo have murdered fo brave a Knight, 

| who has ventured his life in reſcuing your coun- 
+ try from its bloody enemy | 


Well, ſaid the King, ſince you have inter- 


; But this is an unalterable decree, 'Ukats 
he be baniſhed the territories of India, as an 
enemy to our religion, and ſhall ſurely die, it 


ever he return again. 


At this ſhe was exceeding ſad, but could no 
further prevail; fo riſing, ſhe went and unbound 
him with her fair hands, ſaying, Mott noble 
Knight, I have gained your life and liberty, yet 
cannot prevail that you may ſtay in this land, 
2 tho! I moſt earneſtly defire your company, ſince 


in yours, I muſt be à one baniſhed, without 


peace or reſt. Let my buſhes excuſe me when 
I tell you I love you; and let not the forward- 
neſs of a virgin make you the leſs value her who 
can no longer ſtifle her paſſion.1 | 
The noble Knight received the nowledge | 


of her love in the "moſt obliging terms; being 


at the ſame time ſtruck with the like paſſion 
He kiſſed her fair hand, ftiling her his 
deliverer ; ; vowing her nerpetual love and con- 
ſtanoy, promiſing, though now her father's r. 
gid and unjuſt ſentence forced him away, he 
B 2 would 
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would e'er long return and convey her to his own 
country: So with a tender kiſs,” ſhe flipped a 
diamond ring on his finger, and they parted not 
without tcars in their eyes. 

The Spaniſhb champion riding ſome miles, 


alighted to reſt himſelf on the edge of a foreſt, 
und there began to think his honour would ſuffer 


through imputed fear, in his ſo tamely leaving 
his lovely Princeſs ; wherefore he reſolved to re- 
turn to the Court in diſguiſe, and that his ſpeech 


Mould not betray him, to feign himſelf dumb. 


i his he put in practice, and was in diſguiſe of 
an Indian, received into the King's ſervice : The 
PAticeſs, for the noble ſpirit ſhe ſaw in him, tho” 
in chat diſguiſe ſhe. knew him not, appointed 

im her champion in all caſes; when it fo hap- 


pened, that Nebuzaraden, King of Arabia, and 


tae Caliph of Babylon, came to Court, where both 
fell deſperately in love with her, ſtriving with 
muſick and ſinging, which ſhould get moſt into 
her favour; when coming to make their pre- 
tents, which were very rich, St. James making 
his likewiſe, as being one among them, flipt the 
diamond into her hand, which ſhe knowing, 
retired to her chamber, and ſent for him, where 
he diſcovered himſelf, to her great joy; ſo it was 
contrived between them, whilſt the Court was 
buſy in revelling, to make their eſcape; which 
they did on ſwift horſes that night, and after 
long travel, to their great ſatisfaction, they ar- 
rived in Spain. | | 
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CHAP, 


Hoi St. Anthony flew a giant, and releaſed many 


ladies out of captivity. How St. Andrew tra- 
velled into a vale of walking ſpirits. How St 

Patrick redeemed fix Thracian ladies from thirty 
Satyrs, and of his travels to find cut the Champion 
of Scotland. How St. David flew the Connt Pa- 
latine, and haw he was ſent to the inchanted rar- 
deu of Ormandine, z Here he ſlept ſeven | years, 


and was redeemed by St, George of England: 


& D Ecauſe I would willingly return to St, G:orge 


Y our countryman, I will tell you briefly the 
1 fortunes and adventures of the reſt of the Chriſ- 
tian champions; and hrſt of the noble cham- 
2 pion, St. Anthony of Italy. | of 


; 


F After his paſſage through many dangerous 


+ places, he came to the top of a mighty moun- 
3 tain, 


The Iluſiricus Hiftory of the 


tain, whereon ſtood a caſtle; within this caſtte 
remained a giant, who for ſtrength no man durſt 
encounter. The giant kept within his caſtle 
the ſeven daughters of the King of Thraca, 
whereof ſix of them were transformed into ſwans, 
with crowns upon their heads, becauſe they 
would not yield to the luſt of the giant, the 
other remained with him, to play and ſing him 
aſleep, This great giant St. Anthony ſlew, and 
left the caſtle to them, whereby their father the 


King might have acceſs unto them, as you fhall 
hear. kcreafter. h 


The famous champion St. Andrew of Scotland, 
travelled through a vale of walking ſpirits 
moſt fearful to behold, and had not ſeen the 
lioht of the ſun in feven days, nor yet the 
light of the moon by night, but was only 
guided by a walking tire, 'till he came to a 

caſtle, before which caſtle lay the giant which 
St. Anthony flew, his fleſh rent and tore by 
wild foxes, crows, and ſuch like. The cham- 
- pion St. Andrew entered the caſtle, where he 
found the King of Thrace bewailing his daugh- 
ters ill Jortune, with many of the nobility 
with him, calling upon their Gods in behalf 
of his daughters; which when St. Andrew 
faw, he ſmiled, and ſaid unto the King, If you 
will believe in the Chriſtians God, and call upon 
him with, me, your daughters ſhall. be reſtored 
to their ſormer ſhapes again. No ſooner had he 
poke, but they all drew their ſwords, and ran 
upon him all together, inſomuch that they put 
St. Andrew hardly to it; nevertheleſs, after a 
very hot diſpute, St. Andreto overcame theng 
all 
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and the King himſelf lay at his mercy, who pre- 
ſently turned Chriſtian, he and all his followers; 


Jo calling upon the Lord of Hoſts, ſuddenly the 


| 


King of Thrace's daughters were | reſtored again 


to their former ſhapes, being more beautiful than 


ever they were betore, for which mercy, when 
the King ſaw it, he continued a Chriſtian to his 
dying-day. But when the King and his daugh- 
ters came to Court, all their joy was turned into 
ſorrow, for the champion of Italy, who flew 


the giant, had ſtole away the King's daughter, 


the fair Roſalinda, ſo all the land was up in arms 
in purſuit of him; which when St. Andrew of 
Scotland underſtood, he departed privately, and 
the King's daughters underftanding that he was 


gone, travelled after him, as knowing under God, 


that he was the cauſe of their delivery out of 
bondage. 

Thele fix daughters of the King of Tyracte 
travelled *till they came to Ireland, hoping to 
find the champion of Scatlaud, but inſtead of 
finding him, they met with thirty wild and 
cruel Satyrs, who hauled them through woods 
and groves, and rent and tore therff in ſuch a 
grievous ſort, that they forced them to cry out in 


.a moſt lamentable manner, ſo that the woods 


and all the country did ring with their pitiful 
— : © > © « 8 . : 
cries. St. Patrick, who all this while was wan- 


dering about the country, hearing theſe fear- 
ful cries, ſtood a while amazed, and drawing 
his ſword, ran up to the top of 'a high hill, 
where he beheld a lamentable ſpectacle, thirty 
terrible Satyrs, with clubs on their ſhoulders, 
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dragging theſe fair ladies by the hair of the 
head, who reſolved to free them, or loſe his 
life; he went forwards towards them in this 
manner: Ladies, quoth he, be of good com- 
fort, for E intend, if God be ſo pleated, to free 
you; whercupon he let fly at them in ſuch fort, 
_ he flew the chiefeſt of them, which made 
the reſt take to their heels and run away: 


St. Patrick demanded of thoſe virgins what they 
were, who told him, That they were the King of 
Thracia's daughters, and how they were for fo 
ven years kept in captivity by a mighty giant, 
and transformed into ſwans, by Diana the God- 
deſs of chaſtity, to Rep and preferve them 
from the inſatiable Juſt of the giant; and how 
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their eldeſt ſiſter remained a pure virgin with 
the giant, until St. Anthony of Italy came and 
ſlew the giant, freed their ſiſter, and carried 
her to the Court of her father, who, with a 
reat number of Knights came to ſce them, 
and bewailed their fad condition, who were all 
ſwimming in a pond in the ſhape of ſwans, with 
crowns of gold upon their heads, to ſhew they 
were the daughters of a King: Our father's 
tears prevailed not, nor the prayers of all that 
were with him, who prayed for us to their pa- 
gan Gods, until the Chriſtian champion, Saint 
Andrew came by, who ſeeing the dead body of 
the giant, not knowing who flew him, ventured 
into the caſtle ; where beholding our father with 
all his Knights, weeping and wailing, and pray- 
ing to their pagan gods, began to laugh them - 
to ſcorn, and wiſhed them to call upon the God 
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of the Chriſtians, and he would warrant them 
that we ſhould be reſtored to our former ſhape 


again, He had no ſooner ſaid theſe words, but 
my father gave command to all his Knights of 
arms to fall upon him and kill him; but he be- 
haved himſelf in ſuch a gallant manner, that he 
worſted them all, who preſently turned Chriſti- 
an with all his Knights, and calling upon the 
Chriſtian's God, we were all reſtored to our for-, 
mer ſhapes again. But all their joy was turned 
into ſorrow, by reaſon the champion of J7taly, 


who flew the giant, and freed my ſiſter, had 


ſtole her away in my father's abſence, . When 
St. Patrick heard this, he ſaid, Worthy jadies, , 
theſe two champions are my. good friends, . 
whom I have not ſeen, nor heard of theſe : 

: B 5 ſeven 
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ſeven years; as for St. Andrew of Scotland, whom 
you ſeek, 1 will accompany you in the ſearch of 
him. Where we will leave them, and ſpeak 
ſomething of St. David, the champion of Wales. 
St. David of Wales, travelling to the Emperor 
of Tartary's Court, performed ſuch gallant deeds 
of ſervice, that the Emperor made him his chief 
champion ; where, upon a feſtival-day, the 
Emperor dcfirous of ſport cauſed tilts and 
tournaments to be uſed. Now, St. David bein 
the Emperor's champion, entered the liſts firſt; 
ſo the Emperor's ſon being Count Palatine, 
ambitious of honour, came ſtraitway to anſwer 
him, and performed honourable deeds againſt 
St. David the champion of Wales; for the 
firſt encounter he had almoſt thrown him off 
his horſe ; but the next turn St. David threw 
both hor rle and man to the ground, where the 
Emperor's fon, the Count Palatine, was fo 
bruiſed with the fall, that in a ſhort time after 
he died, which ſo enraged the Emperor, that 
he plotted all he could to make him awa 
nevertheleſs, he being well beloved of all the 
Court, the Emperor could not without loſs of 
honour do it; only in regard St. David was 
his champion, he ſent him to the enchanted | 
garden, to bring him the head of Ormandine 
the enchanter: St. David durſt refuſe nothing 
the Emperor enjoined him to; ſo he went with 
an undaunted courage, and found a ſword faſten- 
ed to a rock, upon the pummel whereof was writ- | 
ten, He that can pull me up, ſhall conquer all. | 
St. David aſſailed to do it, but being not able, 
tell faſt aſleep for the ſpace of ſeyen Jer, until 
St. 
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whom St. George, as you ſhall h : 
rch of enchanted garden, al near, at laſt came b 


ſpeak freed St. David; for 
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faſten- 3 from his enchantment. 

as writ- WY; ALIANT and noble-minded St. George en- 
uer all. N dating a ſeven years impriſonment in a 
ot able, dark and deep Fhingeon, and almoſt famiſhed, . 
„ until was now weary of his life, where wandering 


St. bout the dungeon, he at laſt eſpied an iron eroẽCw, 


ſo | 


36 ye Illutrious Hiſtory of the 


. 9 ; anſwered! 


io he with this engine made his way through 
85 dungeon, into "the middle of the Perſian's 
ourt : It was now about midnight; the moon 
ſhined bright, and all the Court at reſt, only N 
ſome grooms, which were making ready the 
Saldan'se horſes to ride a hunting the next morn- 
ing. St. George underſtanding this, takes the 
beſt horſe in the ſtable, and armed himſelf with ' 
the Soldan's own armour, with his {word withal, 
and taking a coal, he writes over the Soldan's | 
chamber, After he had killed his guard, the fol- 
lowing words: 


Soldan, farewel, for George ig. Ned, | 
TWhilft thou lieft ſleeping in thy bed. 


Away rides St. George, and coming to the city- 
gates, calls to the porter in this manner: Por- 
ter, open the gate, for St. George has eſcaped out 
of priſon, and killed all the Soldan's grooms, and 
all the city is in purſuit of him: The porter be- 
lieving him, opened the gate, and away rode 
St. George. Next morning all the country, by 
the Soldan: command, was in purſuit of him, 
dut he had got out of the confines of Perſia, and ; 
in ſight of Græcia; which when they perceived, 
they left the purſuit, and returned with great 
ſhame and diſhonour. 

Now is George in the confines of Eræcia, 
and almoſt in as bad a caſe for the want of 
victuals, as he was in the dungeon; at laſt 
he came to a great caſtle, where ſtood a molt | 
gallant lady: St. George: demanded ſome re- 
ef of her in the. way of his travels; but the | 
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rough anſwered him with a frowning look, That her 

ſians huſband was a mighty giant, and willed him to 

moon be gone, leſt if he came out, he ſhould cruſh him 

, only to pieces. St. George told her, He never was yet 

y the daunted by giant and monſter, and he had rather 

morn- die in fight, than die with hunger. No ſooner 

es the had he ſaid theſe words, but the giant came 

ft with forth of the caſtle, with a ſtaring countenance, 
vithal, more like a devil than a man: Bur it was fo, : 
oldan's that between St. George and the giant was a moſt l 
ne fol- # fierce and cruel combat; but the weather be- 5 
| ing extreme hot, and the giant fat, the ſweat q 
le CItY- 
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f him, 
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1 great 


area, * ran down his face ſo faſt, that it blinded him, þ 
vant of i whereby he could not ſee to avoid the blows 


at laſt St. George gave him, ſo that he was conſtrained Wl 
a molt do let fall his club, and St. Gearge with his (word | 
me re- claye his head aſunder: So entering the caſtle, J 


but ſhe ö he refreſhed himſelf and his horſe, and depart- Wl 
n{wered ed through the country of Græcia into Phrygia, ; 
| | "as 
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and at laſt came to the enchanted gardens of Or- 
mandine, where the champion of. Wales conti- 
nued fleeping for the ſpace of ſeven years. But 
when St. George beheld the enchanted ſword, he 
aſlailed to pull it out of the rock, and pulled it 
out with eaſe; ſo that the enchanted garden va- 
niſhed, and the enchanter Ormandine deliver'd to 
St. Geerge, St. David the champion of Males. 
Then they viewed the ſtrangeneſs of the place, 
and began to enquire of Ormandine, how he came 
to undertake this way of living; whereupon 
tears ſtanding in his eyes, he fetched a deep 

ligh, and ſaid, I was when fortune pleaſed, 
the King of Scythe, living in great pleaſure 
and plenty, having by my wife two very beau- 
tiful daughters; the elder, named Caſtria, with 
the brightneſs of her beauty, ſo charmed Floridon, 
fon to the King of Armenia, that he ſought all 
manner of ways to gain her love; but not t find- 
ing her ſo pliable as he wiſhed, he reſolved how- 
ever at any hazard to enjoy ber; 3 bribing, her 
maid with a great ſum, the conveyed him into 
her chamber in the night, where he had his 
wicked deſire of her, with vows and proteſta- 
tions to become her huſband: But when ſhe 
found herſelf. with child, -and' ſhe claimed his 
promiſe, he with reproachful words denied it, 
and utteriy refuſed to make her his wife; and 
under-hand courted my youngeſt daughter Mer- 
cilla, upon whom not being able to gain his 
ends, as he did on the former, he married her. 
This fo enraged Caſlria, that fince ſhe could no 
mare enjoy bim , that had aer her, ſhe 
| : ih  Teſo}ved 
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reſolved her ſiſter ſhould have no ſweets of con- 


And it is the cuſtom of Scythia, for a maid 


to keep her virginity the firſt night after ſhe is 


married; ſhe poſſeſſed her fiſter with a fear 
that the Armenian Prince, eager of enjoyment, 
would notwithſtanding come to bed to her in 
the dark, and diveſt her of her virginity, if 
none lay with her to keep him from it, offering 


= withal herſelf to be the perſon, which Mercilla 
® kindly accepted; yet no ſooner was ſhe laid in 
bed, beautiful as an angel, but the revengeful 
Caſtria, with a dagger ſhe had concealed in her 


boſom, ſtabbed her between her two ivory 
7 breaſts; and being aſked what ſhe meant by 


that cruelty to one that had been fo kind a fif- 


ter to her, and ever obliged her, She ſhewing 
"A her womb, and diſcovering the Author of her 
& ſhame, which now ſhe no longer reſolved to 
bear with, but with the yet reeking dagger, 


ſhe tabbed herſelf, and both of them breathed. 


out their ſouls at once: And to fill up the 
2} tragedy, Floriden coming the next morning to 
look for his fair bride, and finding her ſiſter 
dead by her fide, he concluded his unconſtant 
love had been the cauſe of it, and after great 


* laments, he alſo killed himſelf with the lame 


0 dagger. 


Tuheſe misfortunes, continued Ormandine, poſ- 
ſeſſed me ſo with grief, that I left all ſociety, 
d her. and railing this place by my magick art, con- 
ald no tinued in it 'till now the enchantments eſcaped 
r, ſhe bere. And when this was done, the furies 
ſolved MW fetched the enchanter Ormandinę away with ſuch 


a terrible 
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| | or never the time to releaſe his fair Sabra out 
| of the hands of his profeſſed enemy, the King of 
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a terrible noiſe that ſcared St. George and St. Da- 
vid, the two ſtout champions of Chriſtendom, - 
and glad they were to get from among thoſe ter- 

rible devils. 

After St. David had given St. George many 
thanks, they parted one from another; St. Da- 
vid to the Tartarian Court, where by oath he 
was bound to bring news from the inchanted gar- 
den, and St. George to Barbary. | | 


FEC ˙ 
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How St. George arrived at Tripoly in Barbary: 
How he ftole away Sabra, the King of Egypt's 
daughter from the King of Morocco; how ſbe 
was knawn to be a pure virgin by the means of 
lyons: How he arrived at the Emperor of 
Greece's Court, met there the fix champions, 

and of their exploits and entertainme nis. 


T. George no ſooner entered into the confines | 

MJ of Barbary, but he met with an old hermit, 
with whom he had ſome conference; and after 
he underſtood by the hermit, where the Court? 

ſtood, as alſo how the King of Morocco was gone 

a hunting with all his lords; he thought it now 


Morocco; and to that purpoſe difarmed himſelf, 
leaving his arms and horſe, with a box of rich 
jewels, with the old hermit, and ſlipping on they 
eld hermit's gown, took his journey to the 

ann Court 


| 
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„ outt, where he beheld a number of palmers 
Jom, Tndiug at the Court-gate; he demanded of 
ter- them, What they ſtood there for? To whom 

they replied, They ftood for an alms, which 
many. Was given every day by the hand of the good 
Da- , in memory of the Engliſh champion, 
th he St. George; which when St. George heard, the 
d gar- bars ſtood in his eyes, and turning bimſelf 


A out, he at length beheld the; Joy of "his heart 
ming forth to deliver her alms to the palmers, 
eing them, if they had not known, or heard of 
AY 4 Ger ge of England, 


Wc!ivered the ring that ſhe gave him privately, by 


arbary : ich means ſhe knew him, and taking him hy 
"gypt's e hand, led him into the hall, where they both 
how ſhe 4 ept for; joy, ſhe never expecting to ſee him 
vans of ain: Now, my George, ſaĩd ſhe, if ever thou 


eror of Wilt free me, it muſt be now; the time ſo con- 
mpions, Menient, the black King of Morocco, my forced 
1 aſband being a hunting, whom I hate like the 
vil, aud none leit at home but one i 


confines bn tho fail go along with us to wait on us: 

hermit, "| lying; the pulled off his gown, and put on his 
nd after Wi kn armour, and girt his ſword by his ſide, 
e Court d mounted him upon his own ſteed, and the 


7as gone loor helping her up behind St. George, they poſt- 
t it NOW WW away as faſt as they could, paſſing through 
abra out Woods, deſarts, and many dangerous plates 
King off nong wild beaſts:; ; at length, through hunger, 


1 himſelf, St | Geor ge was forced to alight from his horſe, 
x of rich d helped the lady down, leaving her in cuſtody 
ng on the 0 pith the Aeon, while he went to try his fortune, 
y to theſheith his Fword in his hand, to get ſome food 
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At length coming to St. George himſelf, he 
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to keep them alive, for they were like to periſh 
for want of victuals; ſo it was his fortune to 
kill a deer, and brought a haunch of veniſon 
upon the point of his ſword. But when he 
came, he found the Moor torn in pieces by two 
lions, and the lions faſt afleep, laying with their 
heads in fair Sabra's lap, whereby he knew the 
was a pure virgin, and ſtanding in amaze, not 
knowing what to do, at laſt reſolved to ſet upon 
them, they being aſleep, leſt if they ſhould awake 
he might endanger his life ; ſo ſtepping to them, 
he ran them through and flew them. Then after 
they had given God thanks, St. George having 
a, tinder-box in his pocket, kindled a fire with 
brambles, and dreſſed their veniſon, and eat it. 
So when they had well dined, St. George ſaid, 
O Sabra] Now my Sabra, I know thou art a 
Pure virgin, otherwiſe the lions would have de- 
ſtroyed thee, as they did the Moor; but by what 
means thou haſt kept thy virginity, I know not. 
Then know, worthy George, (ſaid ſhe) after 
1 was forced by my father tv marry with the 
King of Morocco, whom I loathed, I vowed to 
keep my virginity from him, and preſerve: it for 
thee; or live and die a maid; and to that en! 
I aſked counſel of a learned doctor, who ad- 
viſed me to ſteep my chain of gold, which | 
wear about my neck, in tyger's blood, and 
dragon's milk, ſeven days together, and all the 
while I wore it, no man ſhould have power te 
rob me of my virginity, which I made trial of 
and behold, though I lay with the King of A. 
. Tocco, my huſband, night by night, he had nd 
power to meddle with me; fo I remain {till : 
| virgin 
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Firgin, and have kept my virginity for St. George 
of England. OL 
When ſhe had ſo ſaid, they took horſe and de- 

3 Parted, riding through many vaſt countries and 
4 eſarts, without meeting any adventures, till 
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paſſing an arm of the ſea, to hinder any farther 
purſuit, they ſafely arrived in the territories of 
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teous hermit, they underſtood that the Emperor 
of Græcia kept his royal nuptials in the city of 
| Conſtantinople, being lately married to a beautiful 
Princeſs; ſo being deſirous to ſee the cuſtoms of 
ſtrange Courts, they reſorted thither in hopes to 
get ſhipping for England. 
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Here, they found ladies and knights of mt 
Chriſtian nations, whom the fame of the royal 
nuptials, and Their own curioſity, had brought 
'hither: And here, by good fortine: the ſe- 
ven champions, who had bcen fo long parted, 
by taking divers ways to the brazen pillar, and 
run. ſo many hazardous adventures, met again, 
bringing moſt of them their ladies with them, 
but in all his travels round the world, never ſaw 
ſo bright a lady; nor was {he only beautiful, but 
humble and modeſt in all her carriage and be- 
Haviour ; ſo that to entertain her and the reſt, 
new tilts, tournaments, maiks, dancing, balis 
and juſts, were held for many days, to, their 
den ful contentment and recreation. And 
here it was the renowed champions touk every 
one his day to maintain the combat againſt all 
opponents, doing ſuch wonders by overthrow- 
ing the ſtrongeſt Knights of Greece, Hungary, 
Bobehnia: and others, who reſorted thither to 
break a lance in honour of their ladies, that 
they acquired to themſelves trophies of renown 
and immortal fame : Above all which St. George, 
who maintained the laſt day, iſſuing out of his 
pavillion, which every one of them had erected 
very. ſtately, according to the manner of their 


eountry, to diſtinguiſh em from other Knights, 
mounted on a ſable- coloured ſteed, in trappings 


of burniſhed gold, his forehead beautifyed- with 
a purple plume of feathers, ſpangled with gold, 
+and pendants of gold, his armour of Ly di 
ſteel, ſhining like ſilver, his helmet beſet ich 
peari and jaſper ſtones, with a tablet of gold 
hanging at his breaſt, whereon was engraven 
a lyon 
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lyon rampant, crownedeaithageldein-s ghd 


molt Mf gules in his helmet he wore a wreath, of his 
royal lady s hair, and her glove, to ſhey he would 
ought maintain her᷑ to be the faireſt upon earth, — 
je {e- » "Tal that ale dare to contraqi g ir Wpile 


arted, Mt in a triumphant chariot wory's ihlaid wit th 1 
„ and biden roſes, to be a ſpeQator.'of his -hergjck A 
again, 2 fons, which were ſo extraordinary, that they 

them, Wok from the reſt much of the applauſe. and ho- 

ver ſaw 


'x our. that had been given them by the ſhoutir ng 1 
ul, but Wulfitude, overthrowing horſe and man, till 1 
ind be- I laſt, ſcarcely ſuppoſing him to he mort 


be reſt, 1 bas left alone in the liſt, none daring farther 60 

, balis counter him. Whereupon an oaken garland 
* their 1 e a crown, was placed on his head by thy 
. And fralds, in token of victory, Whilſt his-bri 0 
jk every | ay greatly rejoiced, and the trumpets ſounded, þ 
aint all Mr that the moſt valiant Knight in the world f 
rthrow- as fallen to her, whom ſhe prized above Em- | 
Tungary, Wrors, Kings, and Potentates of the earth, | | 
ither to Night being come, and the ſeven days ap- | 
ics, that Pinted juſt ended, after a ſumptuous' entertain- * 
rn ent, the Knights reſted their weary limbs on 1 


. George, Weir ladies ſoft boſoms, ſolacing in ſuch, rap- _ 
ut of his th res of pleaſure, that no pen can exprefs : &s | 1 
d erected Wawing the curtain, and leaving them infolded 

of their each others loving Arms, 1 conclude this 
Knights, | ct On Nc neg | CN 
trappings L neee If ON. eee dom 
fyed with 
vith gold, 
}f Ly S iank 
beſet with 
t of gold 
| engraveny 
A lyon 
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Mt. oi. «1 A P- V+ 
How the Pagan Princes confederated a war agai nfl 
_ Chriſtendom; @rndihow the Seven Champions 
_ Aeparted, and arrived in the bay of Portugal, 
. chuſpug St. George for their general. 


X 7 E find by ſundry, inſtances, that exceſs of 
VV -. joy and, pleaſure rarely continues long 
fortune envies it, and ſends croſſes and unex- 
pected accidents to alloy them with diſappoint- 
ments and bitterneſs; ſo it happened in this 
caſe; for when they had the poſſeſſion of all 
that was lovely znd dear to them, and ſuppoſed 
to be arrived at the ſaſe harbour of true con- 
tent, peace, and reſt, a ſtorm aroſe that drow? 
them again into a hazardous and dangerous ſeas 
The Pagan Princes, and others, whoſe co 
as 


Seven Champions of Chriſtendom. 47 | 


Had followed the noble champions for the true I 
—_ Jsve they bore them, and for other diſappoint- =. 
9 8 ments they had given them, incenſed thereunto 
Je by 4/nidore, King of Morocco, for the loſs of fair 
„ ra, confederated together, and denounced a 
Feadful war againſt all Chriſtendom; and hear- 
the Seven Champions received their heralds. 
Mith defiance,., and many proud threats, reck- 
ing up the injuries they alledged they had ſu- 
Mined; wrongfully taxing them with the ra · 
Mſhment of their daughters, deſtroying their 
ae ople, and as Chriſtians, utter enemies to their 
Muntry, which in a full aſſembly they pronoun- 
ad; which mighty preparations ſo terrified the: 
Peel Emperor, that he fearing the waſting of 
Js country, which the Pagan potentates moſtly 
rdered on, that he deſired the Champions to 
tire from his Court with all ſpeed, and ſent 
mbaſſadors to make a peace for himſelf, with 
wr againſt e Soldan;of Perſia, the Kings of: Fez, Tartuary, 
hampions ?Waypt, Marocco, feruſalem, and. other far com- 
Portugal, anding monarchies of Aſa and Aſrica. Vet 
bo th- renowned St. George, before his departure, 


„turned this anſwer to the Heralds: 1 bro 
exceſs of 1 "7 + > Kl 2 DA 1 bis; 

2 | | 1 
ues dong; F BARBARIANS 1 3 $92 (:3 Cf DULINAO! 
and unx | "2ſt 
liſappeint- 
ed in th 
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NO that your threats F war can 0 10 
ron of all manner terrify the noble courage of the'Ch if. | 
d ſuppoſe0i:” * Me could juſtify and diſprove whatever. is 
true con- 2 50 0% charge; bat ſcorning tg condeſtend* ſo 
that dro elit foould be taken for à treaty, or fear, 
erous ſeal © it your proud and injurtous maſters, That ſince 
e daughter fa much delight in blood and treachery, the 
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The 1lluftrious Hiſtory le 


ſcaurge of ꝛbar is the fitteſt inſtrument to cha/tiſe 
them : And ſince they 4 re 74 vill 145 
like a raging torrent, not only to their eity-walls, 
but ta the gates of their palaces : Fire and deſola- 
tion ſhall lay their countries waſte; the Christians 
banner ſhall beoplanted in their proudeſt totbns; 
their crowns ſhall ſtoop to the croſs, whilſt-wading 
through ſeas of their ſubjects blaod, and clambering 
over piles and heaps of the flain, we n them 
from r * EE . 

1; Thus Gd, with a vehement anger he ſtaid 
for no reply, but turning his back, he with the 
reſt of the champions, and their ladies, left tHe 
city, and held a conſultation in a neighbouring 
foreſt : It was agreed every one ſhould repair to 
his own country, and make intereſt to raiſe 
forces to repel the threatened ſtorm ; and living 
or dying, immortalize their names in defence of 
their religion and | honour : This reſolve drew 
peartly tears from the bright eyes of the tender- | 
hearted ladies, to think after ſo many dangers | 
and difficulties, they muſt again part with their, 
Lords they ſo dearly loved, to run new hazards, 
and ſtand the chance of a dreadful war. But 
concluding their honours were engaged, and that 
they could not ſtand idle, but in the lives of ally 
Chriſtendom, they dryed up the precious dew, 
and ſeemed contented to leave the event of their} 
ſafeties to fate and chance. 

By this time the heroick Enights, KT © no! 
danger could ſhake, having appointed the bay 
of Portugal to be the general rendezvous 1 

| all 
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4 7 I all the European forces, went into their ſeveral 3 | 

ng!" countries, where their fame being ſufficiently -_ 

alle, > rumoured by their reſpective Kings and Princes A 

lefola- .W with great honour and triumphs, as the only i 

tans MF mirrours of valour and true knighthood : The * 

ans 3' 1 general joy on their returning home, was no . 

bading q ſooner abated, but they declared the cauſe of 

bering their ſpeedy return; which was ſo highly ap- 

le them proved by king and people, that ſetting up their 

: & ſtandards, forces came armed in ſuch numbers, | 
4 Won the beat of a drum, and ſound of trum- Al 

ne e ſtaid 


pet, as well nobles as common people, that by 
rith the the ſpring they had finiſhed their complements ; 
left t © Wand with gallant fleets and armies, the great- 
bouring 1 Reſt that ever Europe had ſebn, they arrived ſafe 
repair tO at the appointed haven. St. George, with an 
to raile hundred thouſand valiant archers, ſpears, and 
id living men of arms, being the firſt that landed, _ co- 
fence of wered the affrighted ſhore with his multitude. 
ve drew The reſt of the champions brought a proportion- 
e tender- _ number, according to the largeneſs and 
dangers # pichneſs of their countries, all well providec, 
vith their! Band richly furniſhed, ſo that the whole num- 
7 Reds x er amounted to upwards of five hundred thou- 
jar. But Land, having with them treaſure ſufficient, 
, and that and other neceſſaries for the war, both for the 
lives of all Held-fight, and battering cities, towns and caſ- 
ious dew, les. So erecting a royal pavillion, they elected, 
ent of then ith one conſent, daint George general Ky” 
his great army, whole banner was the bloody 

ha nol roſs, his men wearing the like on their breaſts, 
ed the baylo deriote that they fought in the Chriſtin 
ezvous for auſe, and for it valued no croſs, misfortune, 
Wo, nor the hazard of their lives; Whereupon, 

C mounting 
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them. 


The Illu/trious Hiſtory of the © 


mounting on a throne, and aſſembling all the 


leaders, he made the following ſpeech to en- 


courage them. F 


RENOWNED WARRIERS. 


UROPE's chief boaſt and glory, you are now 
called together to aſſert the cauſe of CHRIST, 

and the honour of the Chriſtian religion, againſt © 
the bloody Pagans and Inſidels, who defy not only ts, 
but the KING of HEAVEN, whoſe battles we havin, 
undertaken to fight, that we may chaſtiſe thetr. inſs 
lence and proud blaſpheming, ſo.that living or dying, 
you may hope to be happy: Neu, be of couragec 
hearts, and let our enemies ſeewhat we dare d 
and what folly they have committed in provoking” ub 
to anger. As for me, though now your general, yas 
Hall always find me as much expoſed to danger as * 
the meaneſt ſoldier. March bravely on, and let us. 
meet them in their own land, and make their cauntry 


the feat of war and deſolation. 


This ſpeech ended, an univerſal ſhout enſued; 1 


and they cried as with one voice, lead us again 
1 


22 the Pagan P Princes alen their tents in Hun- 
gary, to war ggainſi Chriftendom : O the 
bloody diffention that fell among tbem: Batbarv 
ſubdued by the Chiifſtians ; and Almidote, 1e 
Black Ring, taken and put to death. 

HE Pazan:, all this while, were not flow in 
, raiding the powers of their countries, and 
long marches came to their appointed ren- 
Nie Fives. in the kingdom of IIungaxx, whoſe huge 
W::u!citude ſoon devoured up all thepleafant things 
In that rich and fertile kingdom, being about 
ight hundred thouſand, oath, er'd up in fifty- 
wo various kingdoms, threatening no Teſs than 


— 
deſtruction to all Eurape, and Aattering them- 


oſes when man propotes, prevented it, as in the 


* will appear. 
83 


elves to return laden with the wealthy {poils ok 


any Kings and Princes: But God, who diſ- 
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ſent amon 


againſt the pavements, hoary hairs ſet veltering 
the kingdom of Hungary, that the like was ne- 


years after it was ſcarcely inhabited by any thing 8 
but wild beaſts. 


the battle; and finding them too weak to perf 
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No ſooner were all the forces expected ar- 
rived, but they appointed a day for chuſing a 
General, when ſuch a ſpirit of diviſion was, 
g them, every nation ſtriving to pro- 
mote their King to the dignity, that confuſion 
a while reigned among the common ſoldiers ; at 
length diſcontent and diſcord happened among 
the leaders, fo that many bloody blows and 
dangerous frays enſued ; and agreeing on no- 
thing, the Soldan of Perſia, the Kings of Egypt, 
Jeruſalem, and many others, drew off their | 


forces, and returned to their own countries, | 


greatly repenting they had undertaken ſo vain an 


enterprize. Nor did thoſe that ſtayed by Almi- 
dore's perſuaſions long agree, but divided into 
parties, drew out, and fought: a terrible battle 
among themſelves, which laſted three days with 
fuch terrible ſlaughter, that the ditches were 
filled with blood, and the fields heaped up with 
dead bodies, the towns were ſacked and fired, 
virgins and matrons, raviſhed, and ripped up 
alive, children toſſed on ſpears, and daſhed 


in blood: In ſhort, they not only deſtroyed one 
another, but made ſuch a woeful deſolation in 


ver known before nor fince ; ſo that for many 

However, Almidore, whoſe party proved the 4 
ſtrongeſt, and moſt of the other leaders being 1 
now dead, was made general, raiſed his own 


men, and ſuch as were fled and ſcattered from 


form 
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33 
form what he deſigned againſt the Chriſtians, he. 
2d ar- "* took up his ſtandard, and marched into his own. 
ſing a country, whither St. ge, who had heard af 
n Was the diſaſter and his flight, was gone before to 
o pro- intercept him; and having taken many of hig 
ifuſton towns, forced him to a battle; Where after 
rs; at 


long and bloody fight (for the Moors fou 
among ſiſſtinately for their King 
7s and ſolves between him and death, 
11 
Egyp '> | 2 - —o4 
F their 
intries, 
vain an 
ö Ami- 
d into 
battle 


— 


ip with 

d fired, 

ped up if IEEE 

daſhed _— — — | — 
eltering Meir own lives) he was t:ken priſoner by Saint 
red one ge, who had laid he 


ic aps of flain about him. 
tion in ereupon his men at a d 


vas ne- Id beaten down 


and fancying no leſs than that 
r manyhe Was taken or lain, fled in all parts, throwing 


V thingggpn their arms, ſo that in the parſer, =” fields 
e Covered with dead bodies. 
ved the ; e being now in the 
ife he had ſought in Egypt, 
ghts to deſtroy him, wher, 
It with the dragon's 
ontriver of his impri- 


3 ſonment 


| ght ob. 
often throwing them. 


iſtance ſeeing his ſtand- 
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ſonment ſeven years in the Perſian dungeon, 


of a tyrant, 


him to the other world, 


and in the mean while robbed him of his heart's 
delight, the beauteous Sahra, he thought he could, 
after ſuch injuries, expect no mercy from the in- 
jured perſon; yet hearing he was to be thrown- F 
into a cauldron of melted lead and ſulphur, the 

terribleneſs of the death ſo ftartled him, that 
coming to approach it, and ſeeing the melted « | 
lubſtance ſparkle like the flames oi hell, 
towuſe all his cunning inſinuations and "wn 
flattery to eſcape the danger, offering a ranſom 
of go! jewels, ſilks, ſpices, 
his whole kingdom, had it been fold, could not 
have purchaſed them. But this and all other prof- 
:ers were refuted by the injured champion, unleſs 
he would renounce his falle Gods of Tamagant & 
MHabomet, which be utterly refuſed to do, as alſo 
ro turn Chriſtian, and perſuade his people to be 
baptized, and embrace tie Chriſtian faith: The 
ſentence, with a ſolemn pomp, (his nobles at- 
tending in mourning robes, and many virgins þ 
decked in cypreſs garlands, and in mourning | 
veſtments) was put in execution, whereat ſome | 
of his ſubjects killed teemſelves, to accompany Þ 4 
as is the cuſtom of that 
country. But the greater part rejoiced to be rid | 
who had done ſo many grievous | 
outrages, by taking from them their wives and 
daughters at his pleaſure to fatiate his luſt; ſo 
that the nobles came and preſented the 53% 
champion with the crown of that kingdom, and 
placed it upon his head, with much royalty and | 
-feaſting, delivering bim all the other regal or- 
naments; when having taken an oath of them 


began 


Sc. ſo great, that 


— F- n 
> n w 


of 
5 


- 


t9 


that Wl 
1 ces were withdrawn, but breaking their. oaths, . 


they burnt the ſick and wounded foldiers alive in 
1 a monaſtery, and covered their aſhes with dung, 
renounced their heathen Gods, and maſfacred all 
the Chriſtians they found in the kingdom, in a 
2 moſt barbarous and inhuman manner,daſhing out 


i 6h 


virgins | 
urninyg 8 
Iu ſome | 
mpany | 9 

of that 
o be rid 
rievous 
ves and 
luſt; ſo 
Eugliſb 
OM, and | 
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to turn Chriſtians, he delivered the government 
into the hands of twelve of the chief of them, 
to keep it in his name, and to be kind to all 
Cbriſtian ſtrangers that came into it to dwell, or 


paſs through it. 


Theſe, and many other articles being g ſolemnly 
| ſworn to, he left a ſew forces in the Cities of. 
& 7ripoly and Morocco, with the ſick and odd 
ſoldiers, marching with the reſt againſt Prolemy- 
King of Egypt, to revenge the 1 injury he had done. 


him. 
The Moors no ſooner perceived the main ſor- 


3 their brains, burſting and ripping them up alive; 


and amongſt others, they ſeized in Tripoly an 
EY merchant, his wife and children ; and 
E becauſe the woman ſtruggled with the Moor that 


5 would have raviſhed her before her huſband's 
face, and vowed to kill herſelf, if he deſiſted not, 


he to induce her to yield more patiently to his 


luſt, ſtabbed all her children one after another, 


at different times before her huſband's face; 
Y then baking them in pyes, ſet them hefore them 
to eat or ſtarve, which horrid ſpectacle made 
Jem both die of grief; whereupon they threw 
their bodies on a rock, to be r 5 the 
fowls of the air, but the ſun diſſolved them, 
and the next year a bower of roſes ſprung up in 
the place. 


Se < | CHAP. 


CHAT. X. | 
How the Seven Champions arrived in Egypt with © 
their armies, found the people every where fled. 
How Ptolemy the King humbled himſe!f,, and was 
pardoned; and of the heavy news St. George 
heard of Sabra, with Ptolemy's death, &c. 
FFI HE army, as I have ſaid before, marching 
from Barbary, and paſſing peaceably thro? 
many countries of Africa, who freely opened | 
their gates and received them friendly, providing 
them {tore of proviſion, and what elſe they want- # 
ed by the way, yet more out of fear than love, 4 
they arrived on the confines of Egypt, but could 
perceive no preparations for war; ſo that enter- N 
ing a great way, they found the . villages de- 
ſerted, and the city-gates wide open, in which 
were none but a few aged and diſcaſed people, f y 
incapable of removing from thence, | 
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At this they wondered ; but the wiſe general 
conſidering this might be a ſtratagem to catch 
them in an ambuſh, whilft they were ſtraggling 
to gather the plunder; ſo, upon pain of death, 
he charged none to ſtir out of their ranks, but 
to have their arms in readineſs, for fear of a 
ſurprize; ; and ſo they marched on, leaving heaps 
1 of gold and ſilver, and other rich things, in the 


on *till they came within {fight of Pfolomy's pa- 
lace, on whoſe glittering ſpires St. George no 


* . 


to think on the indignities and treacheries that 
had been put upon him, for the worthy ſervice 
1 he had done the King and kingdom; making a 

ſolemn vow to lay it in ruins as ow 2s the 


with the wrongs he had received, to turn it into rub- 
; fled. | bich by flames, or any other means, and not to- 
d WAS * leave one ſtone upon another. Now being with- 
eorge Y in bow-ſhot of it, as he was ordering and pre- 
* paring for the aſſault, contrary to his expects- 
ching tion, the gates flew open, and the King of 
7 thro 1 4 arrived in deep mourning attended by 
zpened his nobles in the like weeds, who came in ſolemn 
viding | 4 pace towards him; after them following the 
want- 4 choiceſt ſoldiers of the kingdom, with broken 
n love, ¶ ſwords and lances, their thields hanging on- 
t could their backs; theſe were ſucceeded by a thou- 
; enict- WF ſand women and children, with cyprus wreaths. 
ges de- Non their heads, denoting their diſtreſſed con- 
| which dition, and olive-branches in their hands, 
people, Wdenoting that they ſued for peace. When they, 


ENG near the champions, who ſtœod at the head; 


wy 


cities untouched behind them. They marched. 


ſöooner caſt his eyes, but he burned with anger 


duft, exciting the ſoldiers fury, by repeating, 
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The Iluſtrious Hiſtory of the 


of their army to expect them, they fell on their 
knees, and made a lamentable cry, begging 
mercy ; whilſt the King in this manner ipoke 
for himſelf and the reſt : 


WorTHyY KNIGHTS, 


Fj HOSE arms are always viftorious, bebold a King 

kneeling, who never bowed before to mortal man, 
and pity bis diſireſs. I am conflirained with ſhame to con- 
Je hade wronged this noble champion of England, wwho 


deſerved better at my bands; but alas! I was ovar per- 


ſuaded to it by the Morocco King, and did not well know 
what I did, he ſo blinded my diſcerning faculties with in- 
finuation and flattery, inculcating ſo many groundleſs fears 
and jealouſies of our religion, and the ſajety of my kingdom, 
that it gained too much credit with me, and now I repent 
with tears that I cer liſten'd to him: Therefore JO get 
and forgive what I have done; ſpare but my country from 
the devouring ſword, and as for myſetj, deal with me as 
you pleaſe ; and this, I conjure you, moſt noble St. George 
of England, by all the lowe you profeſs and bear to my 
daurhter, whom you have in your poſſeſſion, ſo ſball the 
bleſſings of that God you adore, ever unite your hearts, and 
make you everlaſiingly happy. 


He would have proceeded, but a flood of tears 
ſtopped his utterance ; his low ſubmiſſion, and 
his hoary hairs, fo moved the nobie champion to 
pity him, that, contrary to his firſt reſolve, he 
nor only relented,-but railing the King from his 
knees, embraced him, and freely forgave the of- 
fences he had done againſt him, on condition 
that he and all his people became Chriſtians; 
This he willingly conſented to; and moreover, 
entailed the rich kingdom of Egypt upon St. 
George and Sabra, to be entirely theirs after his 
death; fo that the mourning of the land was 
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hereupon turned into joy and ſongs, muſick and 


feaſting was every where, and the face of things 


ſeemed fo altered, that nothing could expreſs 
more ſatisfaction. +. 

hut during the time of this rejoicing, as St, 
George was about to march into Pera, to re- 
venge his impriſonment on the Soldan, a Knight 
came riding up to him, almoſt ſpent, and faint 


with haſte and long journey, defiring to ſpeak 


with him in private, and knowing by his ſpeech | 


the Knight was of England, he readily conſent- 
ed to it. 


As ſoon as they had retired, and the Knight 
had recovered his breath, he began his woeful 


ſtory in this manner: 


[ come (ſaid he) to bring you news of heavineſs . 


and ſorrow ; even that which has caſt a melancholy 


cloud of ſadneſs over the whole Engliſh nation, and 


will, no doubt, touch your heart nearer than any 


other: Your fair Sabra, who on you departure you 
left at Coventry, is condemned to die. 
How ! ſays St. George, trembling and ſtarting 


back in an amaze : I Hat. wickedneſs could wor k 


fuch miſchief in the world { She has no crimes that 
can deſerve that ſentence ; her foul's as bright as 
the unclouded ſun, and her virtues nothing can blot: 
or ſtain, . : | 3 

This, replied the Knight, J muſt own; yet 
what I ſay is certain truth; the defending her ho- 
nour is the cauſe ſhe dies; from whith death, nothing 


but a Champion to fight jor her quarrel, and right 
her injured innocence, can deliver hen. Wherefore | 

the hath a certain time allowed her te provide ns 
and all England, in your abſence, not being able ts 
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afford one to encounter bim who is her accuſer, ſhe 
has ſent me to certify you of the danger ſhe is in, as 
you will find by this letter under her tun hand. 
Whereupon he delivered it, which St. George, 
ſtifl trembling, took, and opening haſtly, read 


7 


theſe words: 


My dear Knight, 


FOR the conflant love I bear jou, which nothing but 
death can obliterate, I am now in great diftreſs ; the 
which, if I had yielded to have defiled my marriage-bed, I 
might hade avoided ; but for killing the raviſber, that by 
lawleſs luſi would have invaded my honour, und your right, 
J am condemned to be burnt at a public flake, unleſs ſome 
—kind (Champion in my quarrel, can overcome the Baron of 
\. Cheſter, ch is my accuſer; but finding none ready to un- 
deriake my indication, I have uſed the little time allowed 
me, to advertiſe you, my dear Lord, of it : So leaving the 
can/ideration of my danger, I remain | 


Your chaſte and loving wife, till death, 


SABRA. 


- He no ſooner read this letter, but his eyes 
ſparkled as it were with fire, and anger burn- 
ing within him, till at laſt it broke out in theſe 
expreſſions : | | 
Canungrateful England thus abuſe and difſhonaur 

me in the perſon of my dear Lady! Have 1 de- 
Served no better of her King and people ! Well, this 
injury I would ſeverely revenge, did not the thoughts 
of its being my native country, reſtrain my hands. 


Thus 


From violent courſes, 


| 


e might be th 


— 
— — 
va = WW 
mey, minding him, that the leaft delay in this 


Id neter be recoyered again. 


. 


by | 


— 


þ 


T a 
d on to. vent his ange; 
iſtened him to begin Bis- 
S —— — 
ä 
— > 44 


Neem 


e loſs 


of his lady's life, which 
- Where 


% 


| | 
| 
| 
4 
f 


» 
err 8 
„ * — — 42 Pr mn 
— 
- — o * * 
ah * 2 


— 
3 


n 
w We 
- 


2 ſtrange kind of diſtraction, roving about his 


His dear daughter was murdered ! and all that | 


= anceſtors, with great ſolemnity the regency oil 
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Whereupon he communicated the matter to 


the other champions, with the neceſſity of his 


departure; when every one of them ſingly of- 
fered to go in bis ſtead, that he might not be 
hindered in proſecuting his revenge againſt the 
Perſian Soldan. He would not truſt this adven- 
ture, that ſo nearconcerned him, to any but him 
ſelf; ſo appointing St. David of Wales his ge- 
neral, he courteoutly took leave of the whole 
army, and departed for England with all ſpeed, 
only accompanied with the Knight who brought 
him the heavy news. | 

This fad ftory of Sabra no ſooner came to the 
ears of her father, but through grief he fell into. 


palace, and crying out, His poor child was dead, 


could be done to comfort him, little availed, 
till at laſt thoſe appointed to watch him, being 
negligent of their charge, he threw himſelf over i 


the battlements of his palace, and falling on the 1 


hard pavement, was ſo bruized, that he 1 imme- 
diately died. But his body being taken up, was 


buried in a ſumptuous tomb, among his royal 


1 


the kingdom being by the Chriſtian . ſr del 
livered-to the truſt of twelve of the mo nobl i 
men of the realm, to keep in truſt "till the ar 
rival of St. George, and the Princets Sabra, 
fortune favoured them. | of 
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for her execution ; yet ſhe heard not of any 
champion that would contend to juſtify her ho- 
nour and chaſtity : However, ſhe took courage, 
and prepared with a iteady mind to receive that 
death that evil chance had laid out for her: So | 
through Janes anc guards, and crowds of pity- 
ing people, ſhe was brought from the priſon to 
the ſtake, where {he prepared her delicate body, 
more {oft than down of ſwans, and whiter than 
ſnow, as food for the greedy flames: For being 
{ſtripped of her royal ornaments, even to her 
ſmock, {he was bound: with chains to the poſt 
by the common executioger, and pitch and other 
fue] placed about her : Yet ſhe ſeemed not at all 
daunted, though the fight of a ſuffering beauty 
(for committing a fact ſhe was forced to for the 
ſafeguard of her honour) drew tears from all eyes 
but her own; ſo that ſecing death ſo near, ſthe * 
reſolvell to face it without terror, lifting up her £ 
hands and eyes towards heaven, to aſk ſtrength 7 

and patience, and that God would receive her i 
ſoul when it ſhould mount in flames to his Al- 4 
mighty throne. 7 


Then the King being ſeated on a ſcaffold, 
under a canopy of purple, embroidered with 7 
gold and pearl, cauſed the heralds to ſummon 
the challenger, who at the ſound of the trum wt 
pet came proudly prancing into the liſts, on ha 
ſtrong and ſtately ſteed, with a bridle of ſilver 

and trappings of gold and precious ſtones 
This perſon was Baron of Chefter, and held f 
be the ſtouteſt Knight in England, and undertoofi 
this matter, becauſe he was near of kin to tl 
ain Earl of Coventry, and could not, witho 
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ſo doing, poſſeſs his land. While this cham- 
2 pion pranced his horſe about the liſts, the de- 
e, fendant was ſummoned, but yet none appeared: 
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at This made the lady look as pale as aſhes, and 
So > fall into a fit of trembling, making her ſwan- 
y- Mike complaint of her hard fortune in theſe 


to Words: 


dy» 3 Lok diwn with pity, you bright Celeſtial forms, 
han benny rmnocence; and ſeeing what I have done is 
ing Wh 4e/ence of my life and chaſtity, look down and 
her rden this forced bloodſhed. Receive, Almighty 
polt er, whoſe goodneſs has created me, a ſoul that 
other Wh 4v277 to leave this dull.earth, and fly to thee ; or 


at all 61 it be thy pleaſure I. ſhould longer continue here to 
cauty Ne thy glorious name, tir up the heart of rer 
or the 4 Kngot, inſpiring him with pity, ſtrength and 


MN eyes rage, to defend my cauſe againſt this inſulter, 
ar, ſhe % ur gef my deſtruction. 
up ber 1 his ſaid, the ſtood nxed for any chance that 
trength aht happen, either for life or death; but juſt 
ive her WWW tne fre was going to be put to her funeral- 
his Al- Wc, kind heaven heard her prayer, and ſent 
a deliverer: Her Lord was now at hand, 
(caffold, WW 0, had he come ſix minutes later, had loſt her 
red witli ever; and being near enough to give notice 
ſummon hat errand he came, he cauſed the Knight 


he trum” rode before him to wave his banner of de- 
its, on Nee. l:enifying thereby, that he intended to 
of ſuveßeule the lady's cauſe; fo that the executioner 
Kone ed his hand 'till the Knight came up, who 
O * 1 y Ke * ; 4 4 

a held ens formal challenge, demanding the lady's 


ty, or to combat unto death in her defence, 


over durſt oppoſe or declare her guilty of a 
ic. | 


undertol 
in to d 
witheo 


Then 
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1 did 2. 4 
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Then the trumpet ſounded the charge, which 
bloody blaſt was no ſooner ended, but the two 
champions ruſhed together with ſuch fury, as 
made the earth to tremble under their horſes feet; 
their ſpears ſhivered in a thonſand pieces, and / 
meeting with ſtrong bodies, horſe and men fell 
to the ground, wherein the Baron of Cheſter was | 
ſo bruized, that he lay a while on the earth, | 
caſting up much blood, but recovering a little, 
he nimbly leaped up, and came in great fury 
with a mighty faulchion, thinking at one deadly 
blow to revenge the diſgrace of his fall, which 
he never received from any Knight before, and 
ſtruck ſo furiouſly at St. George, that he cleft his 
ſhield in ſunder, which fo enraged the noble 
champion, that lifting up his mighty {word 
=: Aſealon, of a true tempered edge, by its power 
me and inchanted virtue, it quite cut through the 
| other's armour, fo that bis arm was ſevered from 
his body, and his ſword fel with it to the ground, 
ſo that by the effuſion of blood he fainted, and 
dropped on the earth, and crying out, IWerthy 
Knight, whoever thiu art, be proud to have con- 
guered me, Who never Was "ſubdued before, he with 
a violent groan gave up the ghoſt. 

Upon this the ſhouts aroſe with yniverſal joy, 
and while they laſted, the noble St. George went 
to the King, and demanded the captive lady, 
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which was granted him; whereupon he im- he 
mediately unbound her, and covered her deli- 1 7 
cate body from the injury of the weather, with | 1 


a ſcarlet mantle, till the ladies, who flocked to taſ 
rejoice at her deliverance, had time to put on | the 


her own garments, the 
| 'Then 
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Then St. George mounting her on his ſteed, 
went on foot, leading him by the bridle, *till they 
came tothe Court, where great preparations were 
made to entertain them: Here it was that fair Sa- 


( bra, pouring out abundance of thanks, fain would 


have known who, and of what country her deli- 


verer was; but he concealed himſelf as yet, that 


her ſurprize might be the greater; at length, by 


the intreatment of her, and ſeveral other ladies, 


he conſented to be unarmed :. no ſooner was his 


helmet taken off, but ſhe knew him, and crying, 
Ah! my dear Lord, ran into his arms, that were 
ſpread to receive her, and ſwooned away in an ex- 
taſy of joy too mighty for her ſpirits; but he and 
the ladies preſent, ſoon broughther to herſelf; and 
then a tit uſand love-endearing expreſſions paſſed 

1 between 


68 ; The Illuſtrious Hiſtory of the 


between thoſe conſtant lovers, too many here 
to expreſs. 

The King no ſooner heard that it was fair 
Sabre's lord, and his country's Champion, who 
had in honour of England done ſuch wonders 
abroad, but he came attended with his Nobles, 
his Queen, and divers beautiful ladies, and wel- 
comed him with his kind embraces, cauſing the 
bells to ring, the conduits to run with wine, and 
Heaſting to be held for ten days, with ſuch royalty, 
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that this land in the King's reign, beheld not the 
like before: ſo that the mourning for the bote ex- 
pected tragedy, was turned into univers joy. 
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How St. George and Sabra let England; fhe re- 
lates to him the Story of her intended Raviſhment ; 
how they arrived in the Land of Amazon, with 
the Deſolation they found there, cauſed by In- 


chantment. 
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about twenty days in England, remember 
ed his Champions that were now warring againſt 
the Soldan of Perſia in his quarrel, and con- 
cluding his honour would ſuffer if he delayed 


returning any longer than. was needful for his 


ot the 
e EX 


joy: 


affairs; he took leave of the Engliſh Court, tak- 
Ing the beauteous Sabra along with him, reſolv- 
ing no more to truſt that dear pledge of his love, 
ever at the like diſtance from him again; and 
io paſſing the ſeas to Gracia, they made their 
neareſt 


HE noble Champion St. George having ſtaid 
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neareſt way to Pera; but wandering in Ar- 
menia, and on the Hyrcanian mountain, paſſing 
to Bactria, they found themſelves out of the 
way, not knowing how to get into it again; 
however, they took courage, and fat down un- 
der a curious range of trees, by a pleaſant foun- 
tain, to expect the coming of ſome traveller, 
that might direct them in the right courſe to 
Suſa, a frontier of Perſia. And here it was that 
St. George, to ſpin out the tedious hours, intreat- 
ed his lady to tell him more of the particulars 
of her late adventures, than yet he had leiſure 
to be informed of. At this ſhe could not for- 
bear trembling, but reſuming her courage, ſhe, 
to pleaſe her lord, thus began : 


Some months after your departure, when 
ou left me in your native country, I was enter- 
tained as beſeemed my quality, and had no care 
but for your ſafety ; till one evening going 
with ſome ladies to refreſn myſelf in a pleatant 
grove without the walls, the luſtful Earl of 
Coventry, meeting us in our return, caſt his eyes 
on my little beauty, and was fo inflamed with 
the defire of enjoying me, that he contrived, as 
I afterwards heard, ſeveral ways to bribe those 
that attended me, to let him into my apartment, 
that he might ſurprize me at an advantage; but 
their faithfulneſs being above it, tho' they would { 
not then tell me, for fear of diſturbing my peace 
in your abſence, he reſolved to try by flattery if 
he could work upon me to yield up the fortreſs 
of my chaſtity; and therefore he prepared a; 
ſtately banquet, with mulick, maſks, and danc- 


INT, 
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— 


ing, for the encrtainment of the young ladies 


8 of Coventry; to which, I not knowing his 
: deſign, went ignorantly, when he leading me 
3) [La dance, took an opportunity when it was 
- ended, to draw me aſide, to the window, and 
- fetching a deep ſigh, he began in a low and paſ- 
r, ſionate tone, to pour out his amorous expreflions 
to in my ears, urging what treaſures and great fe- 
at licities ſhould be mine, if I would condeſcend to 
A- love him, and ſuffer him to enjoy me. At this 
ars unexpected diſcourſe J bluſhed and ſtarted, ſay- 
ure ing, is this, Sir, the entertainment you deſigned 
or- for ladies, to lay ſnares for their honour and 


he, chaſtity, by inviting them to your houſe? Alas! 
what love can you require of me, unleſs it be 
that which is diſhoneſt, ſeeing I am already mar- 


hen ried, and have vowed my intire affections to m 

ter- true Lord, never to place them any where elſe; 
care and ſure a noble mind cannot condeſcend ſo 
-0INg, low, as to wiſh a ſtain on my virtue! I per- 
alant ceived by the often changing of his countenance, 


ir of this anſwer was nothing pleaſing to him; but 
eyes as he was going to reply, ſome of the ladies 

with came near to intreat us to make up a new ſet 
cd, a3 dance, which hindered him from ſaying what he 
tho further intended, and gave an opportunity ta 


tment, I diſentangle myſelf at that time; fo excuſing 
e; but Emylelf from dancing, by reaſon of a ſudden ill- 
would fineſs I pretended, I went to my own apartment, 
y peace much vexed and troubled in mind at that which 
ttery it ¶ had diſcovered, and took all opportunities for 


fortrets he future, to ſhun his company, thinking his 
pared a Yawleſs paſſion by abſence might expire; but on 
4 danc- he contrary, feeding himſelf with hope, fed 
TIED | his 
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his flame with freſh fuel, and finding all his amo- 
rous letters and rich preſents rejected by me, he 
reſolved on a deſperate courſe; and about the 
cool of the evening, the known time I uſed tay 
walk in my garden, he being got over a high 
wall by the means of a rope-ladder, and hid 
himſelf under a tuft of roſe-trees; and as I 
came into the ſolitary place, his eyes all flaming, 
and his, heart enraged with luſt, he ſeized me by 
my trembling arms, and forced me to fit down 
on a bed of violets, ſaying, 


Fair Sabra, it is now in my power to force 
that from you, which you have hitherto denicd 
me; yet I had rather it ſhould proceed from your 
free grant and loving compliance : Your wan-- 
dering Knight is by this time dead, or at leaſt 
never intends to return to you any more; there- 
fore, by fairly yielding, you will become miſtreſs 
of me, and all my large poſſeſſions; but if 
you refuſe, I will force you in this place; and 
to prevent your telling ſtories, or writing, to 
diſcover what is done, I will cut out your tongue, 4 
and chop off your hands, after I have had my 
will of you. | 


Seeing him thus reſolute and bloody-minded, i 
and my deſire being that he ſhould kill me, ra-“ 
ther than ſpot my honour; but finding I could! 
not prevail with him fo to do, I began to ſeem} 
more kind, and deſired an hour's time to conſi-Jl,. 
der of it, and frame myſelf to comply with him, 
This he granted, but not that I ſhould fiir from: 
him, *till he had accompliſhed his defire ; where 
upon 
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upon, he unadviſedly laying his head in my lap, 
through the fumes of wine he had drank that day, 
and with the charms of my tuneful voice, he fell 
aſleep, when drawing out a dagger, and finding no 

(other means to eſcape with my chaſtity, I gave 

im the fatal blow, which ended his life in a mi- 

nute, and for which I was ſeized, and had ſuffered 
death in the manner as you ſaw, and had not kind 
providence ſent you in a happy time to work my 
deliverance.” 

She had no ſooner finiſhed her ſtory, but the 
noble Champion embraced her, giving her man 
tender kiſſes, and highly commended her for her 
conſtancy and courage, 


na 
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By this time they eſpied an old hermit, who 
o con wandered from his cave to gather wild fruit for 
vith bim nis ſubſiſtenee, to whom St. George naddreſſed 
&ir fronpimſelf, intreating he would direct hiin che ready 
here D way 
upon p n 
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way to Perſia; who told him that he was much 
-out of his way ; but it was a great deal farther to 
go back again, than to paſs over the mountains 
which he ſaw at a diſtance on his right hand, tho 
he would meet with ſome difficulty in doing it; 
and then entering the confines of the Amazonian 
country, when he had paſſed that, the way was 
ſtrait before him to Tauris, and from thence he 


— 
— — * 


might eaſily go into any part of the Perſian domi- 
nions. Hereupon he and Sabra mounted, and 
rode to the mountains of Amanus, over which, by 
climbing mighty rocks, they paſſed the top of 
thoſe mountains, which by reaſon of their height, 
were always covered with ice and ſnow. 

Having paſſed this difficulty, they deſcended 
into a ſpacious plain country, but in it they could 
ſee no people; the houſes were deſerted, and the 
trees every where blaſted, and the fruits of the 
earth, 


Lg 
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earth, which had by appearance been much, lay 
ſcattered or ſpoiled by fire. This made = 

Champion and his fair lady wonder, who, 
\ what it could be, that had wroupht doch della. 
tion, the which, whilſt it laſted, very much'tur- 
prized them; when caſting up their eyes, they 
ſaw a ſtately pavillion at a. ditlance, erected before 
the gates of a beautiful tower or palace; ſo thi- 
ther they rode in hopes to kitd in it fome living 
creature, of whom they might (enquire further 

— inte the matter, as likewiſe of their way. 
/ In this pavillion, coming nearer to it, they 
perceived an exceeding rich and beautiful virgin, 
clad in purple embroidered robes, with a golden 
crown on her head, glittering with precious 
ſtones: in her hand ſhe had a ſilver bow, and at 
her ſide hung, ina violet- coloured fearf, a quiv er 
of arrows, painted with gold, and und about 
her chair ſtood divers tall, and robs virahns, 
in the like attire, but not fo rich, and without 
crowns en their heads, ſhe reprefenting. Diaud 
the goddeſs of chaſtity, in the midſt of her beau 
teous nymphs; yet a ſilent ſorrow appeared oH 
every brow, as if ſome great misfortune had betal-! 


m- len them; which made Saint Serge addreſs hin- 
and f ſelf to her. who by the enſigns of Majefty ſhe wor '& 

„ by he could not but take to , BY :hief, fayi ing = : 2 Nl 
44 of = < Moft incomparable lady, pardon ny pre-" 
ight, ] 1 for intruding as a forbidden gueſt img 


this ſtately pavillion; and grant, if it may ſuſt 
nded with your good liking to me, the knowleavze 
ou hy you are thus ſad, and what ill hap has bë-“ 
d the fallen vour country ; and J promiſe by the àig- 


of the ity of * cnighthood, to right on thoſe thata 
have . 


earth, D 3 
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have done you wrong, all that lies in my power; * 
for tho' I here appear as a ſingle perſon, yet I 

have armies at command, if my own force ſhould 

fail in the enterprize.“ | , 


To this, bowing over her ſcepter, with a mo- 
deſt and graceful countenance, ſhe thus replied: 


| _ © Courteous Knight, I thank you for this kind, 
| offer, but fear what has occaſioned my ſorrow, 
| | is beyond your power. to redreſs: Yet not to 
= appear diſcourteous in refuſing you the know- 
| ledge of it; know that my mother dying ſome 
years ſince, I ſucceeded her as Queen of the 
Amazons; at which time a necromancer hap- 
pened to arrive in my country, who caſting his 
eyes on my beauty, and knowing my degree ſo 
far above him, he thought his own courtſhip 
would be utterly rejected, as knowing I had de- 
nied the important ſuit of Kings, and reſolved to 
die a ſpotleſs virgin: Wherefore he worked un- 
derhand by charms and inchantments, ſo that he 
doubted not this way to prevail; but by virtue 
of a ring I wear on my finger, his inchantments 
had no power over me; which he perceiving, his 
love, or rather Juſt, was turned into mortal ha- 
tred and revenge, ſo that by his magic ſpells, raiſ- 
ing a caſtle out of the earth, he placed infernal / 
ſpirits in it, to caſt noiſome fogs & vapours, mixed | 
with hail and fire, to the utmoſt borders of my“ 
country, to deſtroy all that was pleaſant in it, 
which through famine and peſtilence, has ren- 
der'd it thus deſolate. 3 


Where is the caſtle? (ſaid the champion) it 


may be that I am vrdained to fling ſuch ven- 
5 geancey. 
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— geance on his head, as may make him ſadly: re- 
pent the miſchief he has gong. . 


V Alas! ſaid the forrowful: Queen, it is not in 
che power of any Knight to do it: For though 
he'is now abſent, aſſiſting the Per/ion Soldan 
azainſt the chriſtian armies, with legions of his 

infernal crew, yet he has left, as his ſubſtitute, a a 
giant of mighty. ſtature, who has by his great 


{ firength, overcome whole bands of Knights that | 
have tried this adventure, and made them cap- 1 
e tives in miſerable dungeons within the walls of 1 
e tte ele, which, 1 is ſurrounded, with thick dark- 4 
- 2 . nels, many miles before any one can come near. 5 
18 4 it. — 7 | at” 0 
{0 f : | 1 5 
ip No matter for that, fays the undaunted cou- . 
le- nrageous champion; with your permiſſion, I 1 


will venture my life and honour, for the fake of 
vou and your country, in finiſhing this inchant- 
ment. 


The Amazonian Queen no ſooner heard him 
expreſs his gallantry with an undaunted coun- 
tenance, but ſhe 2 pplauded his magnanimous 
nett; and en, that ſhe and her ladies 
in the mean while would pray to the immortal 
powers for his proſperous ſuccels., Whereupon, 
recommending Sabra (who was ſad at his de- 
parture} to their care, 'till his return, he mount- 
ed his ſt ſtately ſteed, and rode as he was directed 
by the Amazonian Queen towards the dreadful - 
place, encompaſſed with darkneſs, and encloſed 


on) it by many ghaſtly terrors. 
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[Pa - ee 
Heu §t. George, andertabing to deſtroy the in- 
thantsd casile of Oſmond, . COVEY CaiNe A mighty, 
giant, finijhed the inchantment, and reſtored the 


857 of the Amazons. How ſeven virgin: 
were raviſbed and ſlain in a wood, &c. 


HE noble champion no ſooner entered the 

dark miſt that ſpread round the caſtle for 
many miles, but he heard a horrible hiſſing of 
ſnakes, which ſuddenly aſſaulted him; ayaintt 
whom, while he defended himſelf with his truſty 
word, cutting and mangling them ſo dreadfully, 
that their yer moving pieces, like ruſhes, ſtrewed 
all the place; he was affaulted by great birds, 
beetles, hornets, and other offenſive creatures, 
brought thither by inchantment, who very much 
annoyed, and prievouſly wounded both him and 
his horle : However, with an undaunted mird 
he 
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— he forced on his way until the came to a black: | 
river, incloſed with high banks, the water, to ap- * 
pearance, being full of crocodiles and alliga- 
J (tors; over this there was but one narrow bridge 
d to paſs, defended by a mighty giant, with a. 
ſtrong mace of ſteel, between whom and the 
champion began a cruel fight; but at laſt, the 
giant growing weary with the great quantity 
of ſweat that flowed from him, gave back; 
wjhereupon the noble champion redoubling his 

' blows, ſtruck him.ſo furiouſly on the unwarded 
forehead, that he felled him to the ground, and.. 
ſtood over him, ready to ſtrike off} his mon- 
ſtrous head; when with a voice like thunder, 
he cry'd out for mercy, promiſing if he would. 
ſpare his life, to be the Knight's ſervant, and. 
faithful to him all his days : Whereupon Saint 
George, on condition of diſcovering to him the- 
manner of. the inchantment, that he might finiſh... 
it, conſented to ſpare his life, and take him for- 
his ſervant. 

Then he told him, That in a cave within, as 
ſoon as he deſcended the front ſtairs of the caſtle... 
he would find a fire ſpringing: out of the earth. 
by magick, which had — all the miſ- 
chief in the. Amazonian land; and that it could- 
only be quenched by a fountain of black water 
a little diſtant, the which was guarded by many 
ugly ſpirits ; and then upon its being extinguiſh- 
ed, the inchantment would ceaſe. 

Hereupon the valiant Knight, leaving the gi- 
ant to hold his horſe, entered down a pair of 
dark ſtairs, where he felt terrible blows, and 
heard lamentable cries, . but could ſee nothing: 
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At laſt there came out, upon the breaking open 
the door, ſo much ſmoke and heat, that he was, 
aimolt ſtifled; yer at laſt it cleared up a little, 
and he beheld a fire ſpouting out of the earth, 
from whence proceeded thole diſmal vapours, ” * 
tunder and ligbtning, that had annoyed and. 
waited the country, 
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Approaching, this flame, he found it was 
guarded by divers fiends and helliſh ſpirits, 
trough whoſe threatening fury he patſed to the 
fountain he perceived a little beyond it; when 
in his ſhield (notwithſtanding the reſiſtance that 
was made hy whirlwinds and flaſhes of flame) 
he took up as much water as it could hold, 
which he caſt into the fire, whereupon the caſtle 
vaniſhed with much thunder and lightning, and. 
terrible noĩſes and cries, ſucceeded by a violent 


earthquake; wherennon the ſky cleared np. att. Ms 
. - 77. mY l n * FY Ws 
the tun Done bright. Ehe 
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3 The inchantment by this means being finiſh- 
ed, St. George, with the giant, went to the Ama- 
zonian pavillion, where he was welcomed b 
the queen and her ladies with all poſſible de- 
monſtrations of joy; but eſpecially by the fair 
Sabra, who had all the while prayed to heaven 
for his protection, victory, and fafe return, ſo 
that for ſeveral. days ſeaſting and mufic conti- 
nued; but an unhappy accident fell out, that 
abated much of the mirth, before the appointed Ss 
i days were ended. We 
* It happened that Sabra, whilſt her Lord took - 
his repoſe after his weary and hazardous adven- 
ture, with ſeven of the Queen's ladies, went to 
take the evening air, which the giant (who lay 
without the pavillion, and had never ſeen ſuch 
beauties before) perceiving, followed them into 
a retired grove, and burning with luſt to enjo, 
fuch rare creatures hid himſelf behind a thicket, 
and ſeized by furprize the ſeven Jadies who 
were foregdt, bound them with withes of wood- 
bine, and raviſhed them; ; at the fight of which, 
the trembling Sabra, whom he had not taken, 
by reaſon ſhe was a pretty way from them, 
and undiſcovered by him, bid ferfelf behind 
a mulberry-tree. And now fearing his vil 
lainy ſhould be diſcovered, he murdered the - 
poor ladies, by beating out their brains againſt . | 
an oak-tree; and throwing them. into a pit, 
covering their dead. bodies e over with ſtones and. 
earth. 
After this great wicked by bis: ſtrong 
fcent, he diſcovered where Sabra lay hid; 3 
2 the by this time, to ſecure her chaſtity, had 
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poiſoned her fair face with a bottle of infection, 


which ever ſince her laſt extremity, ſhe kept. 


about her, to .end her life, for the preſervation. 


of her honour if need urged it, 


that ſhe looked 


ſo leprous and geformed : a creature in his eyes, 


as made him loath her light, and take her for 
a worſe monſter than himſelf; ſo that he left 
her, and ranged up and down. the country, not 
ſo much ftung by guilt, as he feared the re- 
venge of the Engliſh champion, when this foul 
act Thould come to be known; *till at laſt, to 
prevent puniſhment, he deſperately threw him- 
felf from an adjacent rock, and dathed in. that 
fall his monſtrous body to pieces, and fo ended 


his wicked life. 


St. George having notice his lady was gone 
425 ſhe returned not in a ſeaſonable 

Hour, ſufpeRing ſome. miſhap was befallen her, 

and the. ladies that re her, eſpecially 


{o_that taking 


abroad, an 


the giant being likewiſe miſſing 


his truſty ſword, he ranged the wol, till by 
her ſighs. and. laments: he found her out, but ſo 
deformed, that had it not been for her voice, he 


could not have known her; and having enquired : 
into the cauſe of her being reduced to this 
miſery, and not far diſtant finding the pit where 


>the dead bodies of the ladies were buried in, he 


vowed the moſt cruel revenge in the world 
upon. the giant; but ſearching to find him out, 


de ſaw he had prevented him, by being his, own 


executioner 9 


Whereupon, with his. ſorrowful lady, ke re- 


umed. with. great we to the Amazonian pa- 
| villion, 


ſo grieved the fair Queen, that 
her chair of ſtate, into a deadly fwoon ; ver in 
a little time. being recovercd, the bowni lc 
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misfortune of her dear companions; and more: 
that of the fair Sabra, who endeavoured by me- 
dieines and art to recover her beauty, and ſuc-- 


ceeded ſo well, that in a few days ſhe was reſtored- 
to her former charming luſtre. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


flow travelling through a wilderneſs, „ Sabra fell in 
* Labour and was delivered of three fair ſons. 1 
How in St.- George's abſence they were carried 
away by wild beaſts, and by. what means they 1 
were recovered again. How they were crowned 
in Egypt King and Queen ; and what happened 

40 the Chriftian army iu Perſia. 


6 wo x es * 8 


T. Georgehaving reſtored the Amazonian queen 


to the quiet poſteſſion of her country, by 1 
diſſolving the inchantment, began to caſt in . 
his mind to what purpoſe he departed from FF © 
Eugland, which was, to aſſiſt his fellow cham- W 2 
pions againtt the Perſian Soldan, whom he ſup- C 
poſed by this time were tghting in his quarrel; a 
lo that taking leave of the queen, who. parted. k 
not with him and his lady without tears, he t 
rode through many deſarts and vilderneſſes, 1 
fall of fearful wild beaſts; *till at laſt he was | w 
forced to take his lady from her palfrey, by | w 
ceafon. of the exceeding pain that afflicted: her, fa 
occaſioned by the ſwelling burthen of her womb, me 
being ripe for delivery, which ſo increaſed upon do 
her, that inſtead of a rich pavillion, or ſtately | the 
alcove in a palace, ſhe was obltged: to-take up lift 
under a ſpreading beech, on 2 bed of moſs, her wo 
gurtains being the ſpreading branches of the the 


free. 


wild fowl he had taken, was much amazef 
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them, vowing either to recover them, or loſe his 
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tree. But whilſt St. Geerge haſtened to. ſeek 
for ſome female aſſiſtance to help her in her 
great extremity, her cries wrought ſuch com 
paihon in the queen of the fairies, to whom 


that grove was confecrated, that ſhe came not 


only to help her in her delivery, which ſucceſs- 


fully happened, but brought her all neceſſaries 


{o that St. George, at his fruitleſs return, won- 
der'd to find her ſafely delivered of three fair 
ſons, placed in three rich cradles, and ſhe laid 
on a princely embroider'd bed, with curtains of 
Perſian ſilk, and a crimſon eanopy over it: But 


having heard the ſtory, he lifted up his hands to 


heaven, and returned thanks for ſuch a provi— 
dence. 

Food now being the only thing this Was: 
wanting, after he had kiſſed his lady, and ten- 
der infants, he went in ſearch of it: But in his 
abſence a great woe befel; a lyoneſs, a ty- 
greſs, and a wolf, came and took the fweet babes 
out of- their cradles, the mother's ſtrengh little 
availing- to reſcue them, and her piteous eries 
leſs; fo that without hurting them, they dont 
them away with a mighty ſwift pace. 

St. George returning with veniſon, and eng 


when he ſaw his lady all in tears, and the in- 
fants gone; yet he no ſooner knew by what 
means they were conveyed away, but throwing 
down his proviſion, he haſtened in ſearch af 


life: A long time he wandered about the 
woods and mountains, till at laſt, by one of 
their cries, he was directed to theme in a cave 
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at a bottom of a rock, where he found them 


ſucking, like Romulus and Rhemus, at the teats 
of the before-named wild beaſts, whence he 
took them without interruption, they fawning at: 
his feet, and in token of kindneſs, attended him 


to the place where Sabra lay, and then returned 


to their reſpective dens. 


Sabra was exceedingly tranſported with joy RM 
when ſhe ſaw her children recovered ; fo get- 


ting ſo much ſtrength. as to ſit on horſeback, 


they went to the ſea-fide, and took ſhipping; but | 
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by reaſon of her phate and his babes being 
yet undiſpoſed of, he thought it not fit to go in- 


to Perſia, but direct his courſe for Egypt, arid 
wat 
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\ 


1; 


being 
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was waited on by the twelve peers at his landing, 


. and moſt magnificently entertained with all de- 
monſtrations of joy, and ſuch royal preparations 
were made for the crowning them King and 
Queen of Egypt, that the like had never been 
ſeen in that land before. And fo rich were the 
» preſents of gold, ſilver, pearls, ſilks, and preci- 
, ous ſtones, given at the coronation by the no- 
bles, ladies, and merchants, that they were fuf- 


cient to furniſh a kingdom. 


This royal ſolemnity having laſted ten days, 


with great feaſting and rejoicing, St. George 
S. S y 
now King of Egypt and Moracco, cauſed a re- 


newal of the joy at the chriſtening of. his three- 
ſons, naming the eldeſt Guy, the ſecond Alex-. 


ander, and the third David. And leſt any miſ- 


hap ſhould befal them in his abſence, or that in 


Egypt they ſhould want education ſuitable to their 
degree, with much ado he prevailed with. his 
lady, that he might ſend them to his friends in 


Europe; and accordingly. he ſent the eldeſt- to 


Rome, to be brought up under the Emperor; the: 


| ſecond to the King of England, and the third 
to the King of Bohemia; where they were care- 
fully brought up in all princely exerciſe, apper- 

taining to arts and arms; in the purſuit, of 
which we ſhall leave them till they come to 
years of maturity, whilſt St. George. continued 
bis travels, and, ſtayed to ſettle, his affairs in 


Egypt. | 


The other fix champions, with their army, 
having waſted moſt of the. Per/ian-Soldan's do- 
go in- minions, enriched themſelves with the ſpoils of 
- and an hundred towns and cities, and in a great: 
battle, 
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battle, which laſted five days, and in which 
200, ooo of the Pagans were flain, they gained 
a mighty victory; infomuch that the Soldan, 
fearing ſuch another rencounter might be the 
ruin of himfelf and army „he drew his ſcattered 
forces within the city o Belger, and fortified it 
_— all diligence i in the belt and ſtrongeſt man- 

: Yet it was not long e'er the chriſtian ar- 
my encompaſſed it, and battered the walls with 
furious rams in divers places; which made 
them tremble and rend, ſo that the Soldan fear- 
ing they would enter, went in haſte to O/mend 
the Necromancer, who had done to much miſ- 
Chief to. the Amazonians, and whoſe inchanted 
tower or caſtle was fruſtrated by the valour of 


the Engliſh champion, and intreated him, that 


by art magick he would aſſiſt him. 

This Q/mond promiſed to do, if he would ſally 
out the next day with all his power: 5a when 
the two armies were engaged in a bloody con- 
flict, he went into a dark. valley, and with his 
magick-wand making. a circle, and his ſtrange 


characters, muttering horid charms, immedi- 
'ately the ſky was covered with blackneſs, the 
clouds were ſhaken with mighty thundering 
and lightning, fire run on the ground; when | 
immediately a pitchy cloud deſcended” in the 


front of the chriſtian army, which opening, 


there iſſued out a legion of internal ſpirits, with 4 
'Hornid' cries, who overtlirew i in many places men | 


and horſes; likewiſe with the blaſts of fite chat 
proceeded out of their mouths, they feorched 


and miſerably burnt others, toſſing ſome up 
| into Fe air, who were bruized to death in the 
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fall; but the great banner of the croſs was no 
ſooner diſplayed, than they all vaniſhed ; and 
then the chriſtians, taking new courage, ſlew 
ſo many of their enemies, that the fields of 
Mayor, whereon they fought, were puddled over 
with blood, and piled up with heaps of dead 
bodies. . 

The Soldan ſeeing this adverſe fortune, fled- 
with the remainder a ſecond time into the city; 
and there Oſmond began another matter of con- 
juration, which was to transform many ſpirits- 
into the ſhapes of beautiful virgins, and by taiſ- 
ing an enchanted pavillion, to enfnare the fix 
champions in love by their allurements, - and- 
make them forſake the camp of Mars, to {port 
with them in the tents of Venus: And indeed, 
by their melodious voices and inticements, their 
ſtratagem took ſo well, that it had proved the 
ruin of the chriſtian army, had not St. George 
lackily arrived on the day of battle; for the ſol- 
diers wanting their leaders, were on the point to 
fly, if he, like a tempeſt, had not broke into'the 
enemy's army, and by his axhortations and va- 
liant deeds, encouraged them to renew the fight, 
by which means the Perſians were again put to 
the rout in all parts. 

Then the noble champion went to the in- 
chented tent, and cutting it in pieces with his 
ford, reproved with much ſharpneſs the fix. 
h nights, that lay there captivated in the laps of 
the ſceming virgins; whereupon theſe deluded : 
{pirits vamthed in flame, with a great and terri- 
vie note, which fo aſhamed the Knights to be 
RP 1ispoted on by mchantment, that they ſhook 


off 
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off their floth, buckled on their armour, and 
haſted to their ſoldiers, who received them with 


And as St. George returned, he found Oſmond | 
fitting. on a block of ſteel, deviſing new charms, ' 
and knowing him by the deſcription. the giant 
had given him, he ſeized. him, and bound him 
faſt to a blaſted oak, in fetters of adamant ; 
whereupon the power of his magick left him, 
and there he remained lamenting his woeful caſe, 
and gnawing his fleſh, *till a legion of infernal 
ſpirits fetched him away body and. ſou], with 
great and hideous howlings,. thunder and light- 
ning, Oc. 

St. George having reſtored things to what they 
were at firſt, exhorted his ſoldiers to a general 
aſſault on the city, which they the next morning 
ſtormed in ten ſeveral places, making the ſtreets 
float with blood; and ſo breaking into the palace, 
took the Soldan and his viceroys or governors 
of : kingdoms under him priſoners; theſe ſix, 
upon paying great ranſoms, were ſet at liberty; 


but the Soldan refuſing to turn chriſtian, blaſ- 


pheming the God of Heaven, was caſt into a 
dungeon wherein he had impriſoned St. George 
ſeven years; where making a piteous complain- 
ing, and curſing his ſtars, he ended his miſerable 
life, by beating out his brains againſt a ſtone 
pillar. Then by general conſent St. George was 
proclaimed Emperor, but ſoon after returned with 
the other champions to England, and was received 
with more joy than can be here expreſſed. 
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received with great expreſſions of joy, eſpecially 
in the famous city of London, where they held. 
their reſidence; and during the time of the- 
feaſts and triumphs which were made in honour 
of them, St. George being mindful of the dear 
pledges of his love, ſent divers gallant Knights 
into Egypt, to attend his beauteous Sabra into 
his native country; writing letters to the Em- 
peror of Rome, and the two Kings who had his 
{ons 1n tuition, to ſend them to him ; they be- 
ing by this time grown to years of maturity : 
All of them happily arrived together, and re- 
ceived a welcome beyond expreſſion. 

When among other princety ſports, a ſolemn 
hunting was appointed in the ſpacious foreſt, 
which then ſtood where Barnet now ſtands : the 
fair Sabra, willing to ſee the activity and noble 
courage of her ſons in that princely ſport, re- 
fol ved to accompany her lord, mounted with her 
filver bow, quiver and breaſt-plate, like Diana, 
on a fiery Spaniſh gennet. 

They no ſooner entered the foreſt, but three 
drops of blood fell from St. George's noſe, and 
a flock of croaking ravens flew about him 
theſe ſigns much perplexed him, they having al- 
ways been the fore-runners of ſome great dan- 
ger to him. Yet a ſtately ſtag being rouzed, the 
tollowing the chace ſomewhat diverted his me- 
lancholy thoughts: But, alas | this paſtime was 
ſoon turned into mourning; for fair Sabra. | 
ſtraining her horſe to keep pace with the fore- 
moſt, he ftarted ſuddenly upon the turn of the 
ſtag, and threw her with a violent force into a 
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prickly brake full of deadly ſharp thorns, which 
io rent and tore her ſnow-white ſkin in ever 
part, that it was changed into a crimſon, fo that 
1 the blood guſhed out amain, and notwithſtand- 
ing all that her lord and the reſt cou'd do, ſhe 
found, through the bruiſe ſhe had received, and 

the loſs of blood, ſhe had not long to live; 

wherefore tenderly kiſſing him, who ſtood over 
her, all bedewed in tears, and embracing her 
ſons, ſhe ſaid: 

4 Ah, cruel and haſty deſtiny! Wherein have 
I offended, to be thus cut off in the bloom of 
my years? I who have eſcaped ſo many dan- 
gers in following my dear lord, muſt now be 
divorced from him for ever | Let it be recorded 
of me to all poſterity, that I have been a kind, 
chaſte, and loving wife, my thoughts never 
ſtraying from him: But if ſouls ſeparated from 
the body retain any knowledge of earthly things, 
my love and conſtancy ſhall ever remain firm and 
unſhaken. 

Then turning to her ſons, weeping and em- 
bracing them, ſhe gave them her bleſſing, charg- 
ing them to follow their father's ſteps in honour- 
able and virtuous ways, ſuccouring the oppreſ- 
ſed, and chaſtizing tyrants ; not to injure or- 
phans and widows, nor wrong the chaſtity of 
damſels: After which, fetching a deep 4 
ſhe ſunk down in the arms of her huſband, 
pale death eternally cloſing the eyes of the 
faireſt creature that ever breathed on earth in 
endleſs ſlumber ; whoſe unfortunate end turned 
the joy of the whole land into deep forrow and 
mourning, Her funeral was celebrated with 4. 
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pomp imaginable, and a ſtately tomb raiſed over, 
on which were many curious devices engraven, 
reſembling her chaſtity, beauty, and all the orna- 
ments of her graces and virtues, Her ſons ma- 
king this epitaph on her, hanging it over her 
Neeping image, engraved on a tablet of ſilver, 
ſet with precious ſtones. 
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ER, paſs not, but. let thy tears be ſhed . 
Over the beauteous and the virtuous dead; 
Loyal and: chaſte ſbe was, and all her life 

Did pattern out a kind and loving wife : 

By the hard deſtinies her doom was wrought, 


A cruel fall her ſad deſtruction brought. 


Yet though her body lies in this cold tomb, 
The earth's tao ſcanty for her ſoul's vaſt dome 
His wing'd for heav'n, and took a haſty flight, 
For crowns of bleſſings in the realms of light : 
However, weep, ſince death hath taken more 
Than nature to the world can &er reſtore. 


After the funeral ſolemnity was over, Saint 
George vowed to go a pilgrimage to Feruſalem, 
bare-footed, in poor attire, to view the holy ſe- 
pulchre, and other things highly 'in eſteem with 
chriſtian pilgrims, in order to expiate his fins, 

| ; and, 
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her life. 
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and appeaſe the ghoſt of his departed lady, by 


'whoſe unlucky. hunting-match ſhe had loſt 
This reſolution being -made known 
to the other ſix champions, they, for the love 
they bore him, reſolved to accompany him in 


the ſame manner And fo embracing his ſons, 


leaving them plenty of all manner of riches, 


with his bleſſing, and recommending them to 
the care of the King, he took his journey 


with his champions, clambering over rocks 


and mountains, wading through rivers, paſſing 
over thorny wilderneſſes, making the bare 


ground their bed, and heaven their canopy, 
their drink of the fountain, and their diet the 
wild fruits of the foreſt, In which Jong and 
painful journey, I muſt leave them for a time, 


and return to the three young princes, ſons. 


to the noble Engliſb champion, who were left 
at home to mourn over their mother's tomb: 
In this they ſo contended who ſhould exceed 


each other in ſorrow, that they fell at vari- 


ance about it; yet at laſt agreed to try an ex- 
periment to conclude it, which was, that he 
who could bring the rareſt preſent, and offer 
it upon her monument, ſhould be accounted 
chief mourner: Whereupon the eldeſt repaired 
to an inchantreſs that lived in a cave in a wood 
ſome miles to the North of the city, who, for 


| a great reward, though it was in the depth of 


winter, ſent her ſpitit to fetch all manner of 
curious fragrant flowers that the earth could 
afford: Theſe ſhe made up into a crown Hike a 
garland, and fo inchanted them, that th-y 
ſhould never fade, but be ever blooming, and 
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caſt an odoriferous ſcent. The next in birth 
brought a filver lute, which he hanged fo ad- 
vantageouſly, that at every breathing of the 
wind, the Jute would tune melodioufly, with- 
out being touched with human hands. The 
third came attired with filver robes, with a 
filver baſon and a poniard in his hand, when 
opening his boſom, he pricked his tender fleſh 
with the ſharp-pointed weapon, and let out 
thirty drops of his blood in the baſon, which 
he offered on the tomb, as the deareſt thing he 
could produce to expreſs his affection to his 
dead mother ; fo that his brothers concluding 
he had got the glory from them, fell upon him 
with violent hands to ſlay him; when imme- 
diately the tomb flew open, and their mother's 
ghoſt appeared, charging them to forbear, 
and live in unity, as they tender'd her ſoul's 


. reſt : After that, they ſhould haſte to the holy 


land, to their father's reſcue, who was there in 
captivity, and great danger of his life; and ſo 
immediately vaniſhing into the air, the tomb 
cloſed again. 7-8 

This ſo unexpected a fight, not only ſtruck 
them with fear and trembling, but made them 
bind themſelves mutually with an oath, to be in 
perpetual unity and concord, never to diſagree, 
but ſtand by and aſſiſt each other to their deaths. 
Then remembering what was told them con- 
cerning their Father, they told it to the King, 
and deſir'd he would grant them leave to depart ; 
whereupon, though he was loth to conſent, yet 
the urgent neceſſity requiring it, he furniſhed 
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them with ſtately horſes, armour, and all things 
neceſſary for their journey, with ſhips to trant- 
port them; and embracing them with a fatherly 
kindneſs, they were diſmiſſed to purſue their in- 
tended voyage; and failing up the Sereights, they 
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landed on the coaſt of Provence in France, where 
travelling by the ſide of a large foreſt, they heard 
the lamentable cry of a diſtreſſed virgin, which 
made them alight; and tying their horſes to à 
beech-tree, entered the woods with their ſword 
drawn, wherein they had not gone far, but di- 
recited by the cry, which ſhe continued in a pi- 
teous manner, they beheld a beauteous virgin 
y poſture ;” and 


lying on her back, in an unfeem! 
| E. 
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coming nearer, they perceived ſhe was faſt ſtaked 
down to the ground by .the hair of her head, 
and her arms and hands ſtretched out, were 
tyed to two holly- ſhrubs, her legs faſtened very 
wide aſunder, in like manner, as if ſhe had been | 
ſtretched on a rack. The baſhful young Knights 
at this.unuſual ſight began to retire, and cover 
their faces, which were overſpread with bluſhes. 
However, taking courage, they threw their ſcarfs | 
of Knighthood over the lady, to cover her ha- 
kedneſs, and unbound her with all the ſpeed 
they could, by reaſon that through an extraor- 
dinary ſenſe of modeſty ſhe fainted at the fight 
of them. | 

Being come to herſelf, ſhe fell on her knees, 
| and thanked them for her timely reſcue; and 


0 
1 
ö 


whilſt they were impatient to know who had of- 
fered her this unſufferable injury, ſhe thus began: 
| — Worthy chriſtian Knights, (for ſo by the 
| bloody eres you wear on your ſhields, J eſteem 
| you to be) I return you a thouſand thanks for 
| N the timely reſcue you brought to the ſaving my 
chaſtity, when I was at the point of being ra- 
viſhed by three deformed Moors, who dragged 


me from my aged father's manſion hither, having 


| tyed him to a blaſted tree, not far diſtant from 
3 hence, where, I fear, for grief he will expire be- 
| fore I can return to let him fee how by youre 


| courteſy I am in ſafety,” 
| This ſhe no ſooner ſaid, but the Knights, in-! 
1 flamed with anger, inſtantly demanded which t 
oy | way the villains went, that they might chaſtiſe 3 
3 their inſolency with death: And being directed 
by her, Alexander ſtayed with her as her guard 
| whill 
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4 * over- run and taken from him; ſo that in poor 
attire, wandering as exiles, they at length had 
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whilſt the others purſued the Moors; and in the 
mean time, ſitting on a moſſy bank, ſhe told 
him ſhe was daughter to the Duke of Normandy, 
whoſe country the tyrannous French King had 


built a little hut with branches of trees in the 
foreſt, and cured with turfs, living on what they 
found, as wild fruits, roots, Sc. till Providence 
ſhould better their affairs, by ſtirring up ſome 
neighbouring Prince to compel him to make re- 
ſtitution of what had been ſo unjuſtly taken 
away from them: And that in ſuch their low 
eſtate, they had lived in peace and ſweet content, 
'till theſe Moors, who came with their javelins 
into the foreſt to ſteal veniſon, unluckily found 


out their abode, and added new ſorrow to their 


tender hearts. At this ſhe let fall a ſhower of 
tears, which was ſcarce dried up, when Gry and 


David, the two young Princes, who went in. 
ſearch, came, bringing the heads of the Moors 


in their hands, having taken them from off their 
cowardly bodies, when they had found them cloſe 
hid in a thicket, almoſt dead for fear. 

This being done, the lady led them towards 
a little cottage, where the good old Nuke was 
bound faſt to a tree: He, at the fight of his 
daughter's return in ſuch noble company, con- 
ceiving the beſt had happened, fell into a ſwoon 
for joy; and in the extaſy of ſuch a paſſion, na- 
ture being worn out, and waſted in him, he 


yielded up his aged life, which drew freſhly flood 


Jof tears from the lady's eyes; nor could the 
Knights zefrain weeping with her. So com- 
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-Forting her in the beſt manner they could, and — 
L helping her to bury her father under a bed of 
violets, ſeeing ſhe was reſolved by vow to {tay 
his grave, and weep over it for a twelve: 
s and that no intreaties nor perſuaſions 
could alter her inclination, they kindly recom- 
mended her to the care and wroleBion of hea- 
ven, took their leave of her, and proſecuted their 
way towards Jeruſalem. 
So on their journey I muſt alſo leave them, to 
enquire after the ſeven champions that had been 
gone along before to view the Holy Land. 
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George Killed there a mighty giant, and releq 2d. 
the other ſix that were taken priſoners : Of their 

arrival at the holy Sepulchre ; and bet they 
were warned by a voice to depart. thence. Hew 0 
being almoſt famiſbed, St. George relieved them, 


by killing a giant in Arabia. 
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HE (even champions, aſter many a weary 


ſtep, arrived within the confines, of the 
ouriſhing city of Damaſeus, wnen it growing 
Wards evening, and they perceiving:on aiſpas 


ious plain, a little aſides them, à very ſtately 
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mer's weeds, to enquire for entertainment *till 
morning. Upon their approach, they found the 
gates. open, and all things appeared very ſtately 


— 


d magnificent, which cauſed them to ring a / 


it tle ſilver bell that hung on the fide-poft : At | 
the found of which, a grave perſon, whoſe head 

was as white as ſnow, came and welcomed them 

and having refreſhed. them with proviſions, and, 
comforted their hearts with Perſian wine, he led 
themto ſee the ſtatelineſs of his manſion, which 
ſgemed. more like a paradiſe than a private man's 
tabication, being gilded and adorned with ſe- 

veral rare deyices ; off gold, ſilver, aße iron, pre- 
cious ſtones, repreſenting. the. four ages of the 
world, goddeſſes, nymphs, graces, = other cu- 
rious things, too tedious to recite, which highly 
pleaſed them, and made them enquire by what 
curious artiſt they were done; which made him 
teich a deep ſi ch, ſaying: 

24 once had many ſolls, though now but few, 
hb Were cutiotiſly ſkilled in all rare workman- 
ſhip that Ingenuity could reach to, or ingenious 
aninds\comprize ;« but fourteen of them Have l 
unfortünately loft, ſix of the youngeſt only re- 
mains with me.“ 

W hereupon he called TY out of a cloſet, 
who came playing on their ſilver lutes, melodi- 
dus us thæmufick of the2ſpheres, whieh raviſhed 


the-dhampions with delight; but eſpecially caſt- 


ing their eyes on the beauty of theſe, lovely 
children, ringe them the more earneſtly enquire 
by what. menns he loſt the reſt: Whereupon, 
fitting; down on à couch embroider'd with gold, | 
he thus began” 
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© It ſo happened, that I being skilled in al- 
chimy, and finding out the ſecrets of nature, 
through my art diſcovered, ſome miles from 
hence, a mineral water, which would turn any 
baſe metal ſteeped therein into gold and filver, in 
twenty-four hours. This I made into a curious 
fountain, and kept the virtue of it private as 
long as I could, heaping up much riches this way, 
and building a curious caſtle with it: But at laſt, 
by what means I am ignorant, the important ſe- 


cret coming to be known,, many Knights, and 
others in arms, came to diſpoſleſs me of it by 


force; but my valiant ſons ſo nobly defended it, 
that they put them frequently to the foil, 
and by their courage defended my rights; 
till at laſt a mighty giant, whoſe ſkin no 
dart can pierce, came from his dwelling in a vaſt 


cave, under mount Sion in Arabia, and by his 


matchleſs force, after a long combat took my 


ſons priſoners, and ſeized my caſtle : Whereupon 
I, by a back-way, with theſe my younger ſons, 


whoſe tender years were not then capable of 
making much reſiſtance, fled to this place, which 


I had before built, notvaluing the loſs of my foun- 
tain, ſo much as the affliftion of loſing my chil- 


dren, who lie in a dungeon in a rock under the 
caſtle, in he y chains, fed only with bread and 
water; and there they muſt continue, *till ſome 


caſt- I good Knights by deſtroying the monſtrous 


giant do deliver them, if it be poſſible to be per- 
formed by human ſtrength.” 
This diſcaurſe, and the tears that trickled 


and ſurrounded his aged face, moved the noble 


warriors to eaſe his grief; and confiding in him 
2h 7 4 to 
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to keep it ſecret, they freely diſcovercd themſelves 
who they were, which made him fall upon his 
knees, and embrace them, greatly rejoicing, for 
he had heard much of their fame and noble ac- 
tions: VWhereupon he led them to his armoury, 
which was rarely furniſhed with warlike habili- 
ments, out of which every one choſe what he 
liked beſt: But becauſe there was but a fingle 
giant to contend with, that the fame of him 
who ſhould be victor might riſe the higher, they 
reſolved to caſt lots. T he firſt lot fell upon St. 
Dennis, who was made priſoner by the giant, as 
were likewiſe five more, tho' they behaved them- 
felves with great courage, but the reaſon they 
fared fo if, was that the g giant's ſkin was not pe- 
netrable by ſword, 

Theſe misfortunes much grieved St. Gare: 
who was to try the laſt adventure; whereupon 
gueiling at the reaſon of their not ſucceeding, he 
took a mighty i iron bar, ſharp at one end, as a 
pike, and ſo went toward the giant, who {tood 
by the ſountain- ſide; and after a bloody combat, 
ſtruck him ſo full on the head, that he brought 
him«to the ground with a Jia) roar, ſuch as 
made the caſtle tremble ; and leaving him there 
expiring, he went into the caſtle, took the keys, 
and ſet the priſoners at liberty, to, their great 
joy, but more excerdingly to the jo of the ſors 
rowful aged man, when he ſaw his ſons whom 
he had given over for loſt, return in ſafety : 
W hereupon he tenderly embraced Saint George, 
accounting him the moſt accompliſhed Knight 
in the world: And being reſtored to the poſ⸗ 
tffion of his caſtle and 8 fountain, be many 

ny days 
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days feaſted them in a ſumptuous manner; and » 
— beſtowing on them many rich giits, he diſmilied,, 
them, So they travelled, till they came to fairy 
Feruſalem,. without encountering any conſider- 

i able adventure. ;; | | 
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Here they were welcomed by many chriſtian 

pilgrims and knights, and immediately proceeded. 
to viſit the holy ſepulchre, and pay their, vows 
there, in remembrance of the unfortunate death, 
of the beauteous Sabra. 

This ſepulchre ſtands in a certain chapel, de- 
ſcending a ſtory under ground, in the middle of 
the city on mount Sion, cut out of white* mar- 
ble, garniſhed with curious carved work, ſup- 
ported by pillars of jet, inhaid with jaſpers, and 

E 5 


rubies; 


5d — 
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rubies; thé gates of the chapet are overlaid 


twelve golden lamps with ſpiey oil, (caſting a 
ſweet fragrance, watched by twelve pure virgins 
in white veſtments, who have dedicated them- 
felves to that office, But whilſt they were kneel- 
ing here, they heard theſe lines in-a curious 
founding muſical note: x 


Riſe, noble Champions, linger here no more, 
Nur arms the world requires. Depart therefore, 
And with your valours aid the chriſtian cauſe," 
be time of noble actions now near drawsj . © 
By mighty deeds, endleſs to crown your name, 
And write your works in golden characters of fame. 
And you, chaſte virgins, that do here reſide, 
Horſes and armour muſt for them provide. 
This was no ſooner over, but a ſound as of 
heavenly muſick enſued ; the virgins Jed them 
to a place in the fide of the mountain, where 
they found armour and horſes according to their 
quality: Upon which they took their leave of 
the fair virgins, and being armed at al]! points, 
mounted, and rode out of the city in ſearch of 
new adventures. But paſſing through the wil- 
derneſs of Arabia, and going many leagues, 
without happening on any town, village, or fin- 
gle houſe, they began to faint with hunger, and 
. wiſh, that inſtead of filver and gold they had 
drought proviſions, as the more uſeful of the 
two in this extremity. So they hegan to make 
heavy complaints upon the account of the war 
that famine made againſt them, till at laſt they 
alighted 


With gold and ſilver; and before the tomb burn 
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alighted in the evening, weary and diſconſolate, 
where they had but an ill reſting under a tree 
all night; ſo that the next morning they mount- 
ed very feeble on their horſes, and followed the 
neareſt road to a ſmoke they ſaw on the ſide of a 
great mountain, reſolving to be gueſts there, 
whether welcome or not, With that, St. George, 
who bore his affliction better than any of the 
reſt, rode a pretty way before them, to be provi- 
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der for them: But he no fooner came up to de- 
mand ſuccour, but out of a large cave ifſued a 
large giant, very terrible to behold, and in ſuch 
haſte, that he left his maſſy club behind him; 
and ſeeing but one armed Knight, he little re- 

do E 6 garded 
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garded to fetch it, thinking to brain him with 
his fiſt, or cruſh him to pieces with his arms: But 
St. George, ſeeing the giant come at him with 
great ſury, lifting himſelf on his ſtirrups, and. 
nimbly turning his horſe aſide, ſmote him with 
his battle-axe ſo full on the crown, that he clove 
his huge thick ſkull, that with a mighty noiſe, 
and ſhaking the earth with his fall, he gave up 
the ghoſt, By that time the other champions 
were come up, when entering together into the 
cave, they found a cauldron as big as a brewer's 
copper, boiling over a huge fire, and in it the 
fleſh of a large ox. Searching further, they 
found wine, bread, and other neceſlaries, with 
which they refreſhed themſelves, and recovered 
their former ſtrength: Then they delivered di- 
vers miſerable captives of either ſex out of ſla- 
very, giving them, as a recompence, all the gi- 
ant's goods, and a peaceable poſſeſſion of the 
place, they departing in ſearch of our adventures. 
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Hoxw the Seven Champions met with a Chryflal Shrine, 
in which was incloſed a murdered lady, \i&id in a ſable 
tent: How they heard the awoeful flary of @ grave old I 
man: VYowing revenge, they went to the blacl in- 
chanted caſtle, where, after a fierce combat, they, by a 
firatagem, were impriſoned in a dungen. 


2 HE Champions leaving the giant's cave, 
1 paſſed over the mountains to a fair plain, 
ſtored with ſome good towns, and many pretty 
villages: On theſe plains were numerous flocks 
of ſheep feeding; and far they had not paſſed on 

but they eſpied a pavillion, 


theſe flowery downs, 
4 P erected under a tuft of cypreſs trees: Where- 
1 _— upon, 
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upon, deſirous to be better inſtructed in the 
ways of the country, they rode up to it, and 
found there an old reverend man fitting in a 
_ melancholy poſture, over a chryſtal ſhrine or 
caſe, wherein was the body of a dead virgin, 
much mangled and cruelly minced. This dole- 
ful ſight ſtruck them with ſadneſs and wonder; 
whereupon alighting from their horſes, they re- 
ſolved to enquire into the meaning of that which 
appeared to them ſo great a myſtery, 

The reverend old man perceiving their earneſt 
deſire to enquire into his misfortunes, hoping 
they might be a means to revenge him of the in- 
juries he ſuffered, after a flood of tears had 
guſhed from his aged eyes, thus began: 
© I am, ſaid he, Lord of theſe plains, and 
tho' my proſeſſion is but a ſhepherd, yet provi- 
dence has ſo bleſſed my induſtry, that I have large 
poſſeſſions ; and above all, I was happy in two 
chaſte and beautiful daughters, who now by 
cruel means, are both in the cold embraces of 
death : And here, ſaid he, pointing to the chry- 
ſal ſhrine, you ſee one of them murdered before 
your eyes.“ | 

Upon this the champions fetched a deep ſigh, 
and intreated him to give a relation of the tra- 
gedy; which, as they were true Knights, if he 
ſo. required, ſhould be revenged at full, on thoſe 
who had cauſed fo great a wickedneſs as the 
ſhedding an innocent virgin's blood. 1 
To that end, ſaid the aged man, have I con- 


hopes ſome courteous night would give..me 
that ſatisfaction, before I cloſe my aged eyes in a 


long 


tinued in this mournful 2 for many weeks, in 
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long ſtumber, and then I ſhould die contentedly. 
And now to anſwer your requeſts: There reſides 


not many miles from hence, one Leogar, who 


ſtiles Himſelf a Knight; a man very rich and 
very powerful, but of a luſtful and wicked tem- 
per, as will appear; for falling in love with my 
eldeſt daughter, I not knowing then what tem- 
per he was of, conſented to the match, and the 
nuptials were kept with much pompand grandeur; 


but having reaped the pleaſures of love, his mind 
was wavering and changeable; and caſting his 
eyes on my youngeſt daughter, who was indeed 


the moſt beautiful of the two, he invited her in 


a kind manner to his houſe to viſit her ſiſter, af- 


ter her lying-in: By the way he carried her into 


a thick wood, and began to tell her the ſtory. of 


his paſſion; but ſhe deteſting fo great a wick- 
edneſs, and reproving him ſharply, he grew 
outrageous, ſtripped her naked, and tyed her to 
a tree: But as ſhe had rather die than loſe her 

haftity, ſhe endured not only this ſhame, but 
the ſcourging of her tender fleſh with the whip 
he managed his horſe with; but 'no force nor 
intreaty prevailing for her conſent, he in an in- 
human manner forced her chaſtity, as ſhe ſtood 
bound to the tree, and then ftrangled her, thar 
ſhe might not diſcover it, covering her dead body 
with boughs. Theſe paſſages her little page, 
who had undiſcovered followed her, faw from be- 


| hind a thicket, but durſt not cry out, for fear 


of being murdered by him. But Leogay, the 
bloody monſter, who no ſooner departed, than he 
ran to my married daughter, and told her all the 
circumſtances; w.10 was thereupon ſo inflamed 
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with horror and rage, that coming, into her: dif- 
loyal huſband's chamber, where he had thrown 
himſelf, by this time upon his bed, to confider 
more leiſurely of the miſchief; and after ſhe had 
reproached him, the made at him with a dagger 
to kill him, but milling her blow, ſhe ſtabbed 
her tender infsut, and-afterwards herſelf to the 
heart? Soon ufter this killing news came by the 
page, I fetched my younger daughter's body, 
and have inſhrined it, as you may ſee, that her 
ſad fate might the better move compaſſion and 
rbwenge „, ah Im 0 40 
At this ſad relation the champions were greatly 
incenſed, and haſtily departed to work their re- 
venge on the Knight of the black caſtle: So; 
taking their leaves, and having ſufficient direg- 
tions to find it, they made no tarrying by the 
way; and after riding about ten leagues, came 
in fight of it, ftanding in a very pleaſant coun- 
try, full of cattle, and good fruit; in the woods 
and foreſts wild beaſts of all forts, but the acceſs 
to ĩt was very difficult, by reaſon of a large deep 
moat: round about it, and the draw- bridge over 
it: drawn up. b A 51 | 
This Knight moreover, doubting revenge 
would be fought for the blood of the murdered 
innocents, had not only got a ſtrong guard, but 
leagued with a necromancer, to fortify his caſtle 
by magick art, it being before by art and na- 
ture very ſtrong and ſtately, glittering with gold 
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and precious ſtones: Befo'c the gate of the 


draw-bridge ſtood a pillar, on which, by a gol- 
den chain, hung a ſilver trumpet, and on a ta- 
of ſilver theſe lines: 7 
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He that this trumpet ſounds, will perceive ſirait 
he Draw-bridge fall, and open fly the gate: * 
Yet of your ent' ring here, you muſt take heed, | 
Leſi for preſuming it you ſmart and bleed. 
' However, St. George, not daunted at any 
© threats, put the inſtrument of war to his mouth, 
and ſounded fo loud, that the foundation of the 
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caſtle trembled ; the bridge was let down and the 
gate opened: So tying ſafe their horſes at the 
foot of the bridge, they reſolved to make their- 
paſſage good over it againſt all opponents; but 
ſcarcely were they entered on it, but a mighty 
carkneſs made them ſcarce know where they 
were; yet going down a great pair of ſtairs, the 
dark cloud by little and little vaniſhed, when, they 
could piaialy ſee the treacherous Knight with his 
ectomancer, and divers Giants ſtanding on the AY 
| = | dattiements 'If | 
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battlements of the caſtle, whom they challenged 
to come down, and fight it out in the court-yard, 
branded them with cowardice, and many reproach- 
ful words, eſpecially to Leogar, the author of ſo 
much miſchief, which he anſwered with a fierce 
and threatening reply, ſeading down twelve great 
giants to kill them, or take them priſoners, ſo that 
between them happened a dreadful combat for 
many hours: But ſuch was the Knights good for- 
tune, that the giants in the end were all ſlain or 


diſabled, which made Leogar ſtoxm exccedingly, 


and had thrown himſelf over the battlements for 
orief, had not the necromancer perſuaded him, 
that his art ſhould accompliſh what ſtrength failed 


to do. Whereupon he fell to his conjuration, 


with horrid mutterings, and thereby framed an 
airy ſpirit in the ſhape of a beauteous woman, 
who leaning in a melancholy poſture on her hand, 
within an iron gate, ſeemed to make great lamen- 
tations, whilſt tears lowed in abundance from 
her eyes; but when they approached to demand 
the cauſe of her ſorrow, ſhe drew back, and ano- 
ther appeared, tall and majeſtick, clad in golden 
armour, with a ſilver ſpear, a bow and quiver of 
gold, her hair hanging looſely under a helmet of 
ſilver, ſet with precious ſtones: But whilſt they 
were admiring what ſtately dame it ſhould be, 
they received ſeveral mighty blows upon their 
ſhoulders; when turning to fee from whence 
they came, they perceived the appearance of 
five or fix Knights running into the caſtle, at a 
little wicket, where thinking to repay them for 
their cowardice, and that they might enter pell- 
mell with them, tke champions purſued in great 

ed End ay haſte; 


bed, that St. George, who eſcaped the ſnare, 


boured all he could to do it. In the mean time the 
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haſte; but they no ſooner enter'd, e'er they all | } 
fell through a trap-door into a wide dark dun- = 
geon, paved with dead mens bodies. N A 

This baſe ſurprize extremely troubled them, = 


but it was in vain, for it being exceeding deep, 
they found themſelves at the mercy of a cruel 
enemy; yet with undaunted hearts they ſtood on Fi 
their guard, and ſearching about, if there might © 
by chance be no other door or place to be found 1 
by which they might recover their liberty, by a 
zlimmering light that came through a creviſe of 
the wall, they eſpied a ſtately bed, upon which 
11x of the Champions no ſooner ſat to reſt their 
weary limbs, after long toil, but they fell into a 
found ſleep. Such was the inchantment of that 


could by no means awake them, though he la- 


magician deſcended in an ugly and affrighting 
inape, which would have terrified any other man, 
his hair being turned into hiſſing ſnakes, and his 
mouth vomiting flames, threatening him with a 
miſerable death and deſtruction, as he might find 
dy the bones ſcattered in the place many had 
been ſerved: But notwithſtanding theſe me- 
naces, his undaunted courage failed not; for had 
not the conjurer vaniſhed vay, he had at a mighty 
blow taken off his head, 

One monſter was no ſooner gone, but another 
terrible one aroſe out of a fountain at the other 
end of the cave, in the ſhape of a monſtrous 
dragon, with which he had a combat; *till piere- 
ing his ſpeckled belly with his ſword, he with a 
terrible yell, that made the dungeon tremble, 


yielded 
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yielded up his breath; and after that he had no 
diſturbance, but the grief to ſee himſelf con- 
fined: In which deplorable condition I muſt 
leave him for a time, and return to his threc 


SoNs, who came in ſearch of him. 
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How the three Sons of St. George going in ſearch 
of their father, and the other fix Champions, ar- 
rived at Sicily, where they deſtroyed a hideous 
Monſter, which had deſtroyed above five hundred 
men. How they diſcomfited an army of Thra- 
cians, and rook the King priſoner, killed two 
monſtrous Giants, & releaſing the King of Theſ- 
ſaly out of the inchanted caſtle, and breaking the 
inchantment, the caſtle inſtantly vaniſhed, 


N purſuance of their deſign, St. Gearge's 
three ſons, being more inclined to follow 
the camp of Mars, than the Court of Venus, 


reſolved to purſue K nightly Adventures in foreign 
land; 
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lands, and to find out their father and the reſt; 

and being furniſhed with all neceſſaries for their 
voyage, they went on board a Sicilian veſſel, and 
in a ſhort time arrived at that famous iſland ; and 


I number of towns and ſtately palaces, without 
= man, woman or child within them, which made 
= them conjecture that ſome deſolating peſtilence 
by had ſwept away the inhabitants; and for fear 
of infection, they choſe rather to take their 
| 1 lodgings in the open fields, having the green 
FM earth for their bed, and the ſtarry ky; for their 
3 canopy, where they repoſed as ſweetly as if they 
had lain upon a bed of down. . The morning 
approaching, and the lamp of heaven. beginning 
to enlighten the earth, they were ſurprizcd with 
ſuch an horrible noiſe, chat it ſeemed to rend the 
rocks aſunder, which made the young Knights 
buckle on their armovr, and ſtand in their own 
defence, which was a neceſſary precaution ; for 
ſoon after they perceived a horrible deformed 
"monſter approach them, of a vaſt height, and 
dreadful ſhape, with claws like an eagle, and 
eyes like a flaming fire, the earth ſceming to 
tremble with his weight, and appearing li like a 
mountain, which, ſo affrighted their horſes, that 
they could hardly govern them, _ 

"Theſe three valiant Knights, who were true 
ſons of their renowned father, were nothing at- 
frighted at this horrible ſight: Sir Gay, the eld- 
eſt, firſt approached this dreadſul monſter, whgje 
ſcales being as hard as braſs, bis ſpear was li- 
vered into an hundred pieces, ſo that he was o- 
bliged to aſſault him with his ſharp. K 
U 


travelling up into the country, they found a great 
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but the monſter rai! 
Ju ing himſelf 
ene upon the arm of Guy 3 11 
ws, ſo that notwithſtanding his armour rm 
5 


- Knight could hardly have diſengaged himſelf 


h | 
* _— 2 Sir David ſuddenly come to 
eee ir Alexander, at the ſame time, ga 
8 e ng on the head of the _ 
made him ſtagger, and at the lame inſtant 


ſo intangled himſelf in the le i 
os of 7 

ous ar he threw his maſter F 
ME the moniter 8 was juſt ready to 
all upc 5 eftroy him, had not t. 
3 David vented it by ging bim lien 
gg blow on the breaſt, that he fell back 
ay, ogg the ſword, was not able to pierc 

ough ſkin: Upon which, Sir Gay dilmount. 


ing, thruſt the ſword down the monſter's throat 
2 7 *2 ; 


whoſe 


" i 


ded EA 
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* 
whoſe teeth were ſo ſharp that he bit the blade 
aſunder, one half continding in his throat, which 
cauſed him to ſend forth a moſt hideous cry like 
thunder; but having received his death wound, in 
a ſhort time he expired, to the great joy of the 
victors; his body being ten yards in length from 
head to tail, and his carcaſs twenty hundred 
weight; his claws being anſwerable, and his 
ſcales on his body almoſt impenetrable, 


The young champions, after thanks to the im- 
mortal powers for their ſucceſs, left the nau- 
ſeous carcaſs of this foul monſter on the ground, 
and proceeded farther up into the country, in 
hopes co meet with ſome of thoſe: affrighted in- 
habitants, who had deſerted their houſes for 
fear of this devouring monſter, and to get ſome 
refreſhment after this hazardous rencounter; and 
at length came into a loneſome. valley, where 
they perceived a ſmoke to iſſue out of a cave, 
or little cell under ground; and approaching 
' thereto, an aged hermit appeared at the door, 
cloathed in 12 frieze garment, with white 
hairs, and his meager countenance diſcovering 
a mind overwhelmed with grief: the Knights 
faluted him very kindly, and deſired him to 
give them an account how all that country which 
they had paſſed through, was deſtitute of inha- 
bitants. The hermit perceiving they were 
ſtrangers, who ſeemed to be inclined to warlike 
atchievements, and defied all dangers, he 
courteouſly invited them into his cottage ; anc 
finding by their diſcourſe, that they could meet 
with no ſuſtenance in their travels to that 
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place, preſented them with ſuch refreſhment as 
kis cell afforded; and then informed them, that 
the cauſe of the country being ſo deſolute, was 
owing to à dreadful monſter which had for ſome 


time viſited their coaſt, and deſtroyed upwards 


of five hundred people; ſo that for the ſpace of 
twenty miles all was left deſolate. The hermit 
concluded his account, with telling the noble 
Champions, that the king of Sicily had pro- 
miſed great rewards to any knight who ſhould 
be brave enough to deſtroy ſo terrible an enemy. 
The valiant knight, Sir Guy, having heard the 
hermit's recital, with a ſmiling countenance, 
thus anſwered, © Now then, are the ſtars fo 
benign unto Sicily, that your country is freed 
from this direful miſery : know, that by the 
victorious arms of me and my two brothers, the 
1 0 dead 1 : * 8 0 
carcely had Sir Guy ended his ſpeech, wh 
the 5 — Las 3 
down at hits feet in an extaſy. As the hermit 
was pouring forth his gratitude to the noble ad- 
venturers, an herald at arms, attended by four 
knights clad all in mourning armour, paſſed by, 
proclaiming the higheſt honours to the warrior 
who ſhould be fo rtunate as to kill the mon- 
ſter + their errand being made known to the 
three knights, they declared unto them their 
ſucceſs ; and ſent back the herald to acquaint 
the king of it, —— while themſelves. went 
to view the dead carcaſe of the beaſt, taking 
leave of the aged hermit, whom they left to his 
meditations, and then paſſed on to the city of 
Fracuſa, where the king kept his court. = is 
| not 
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not to be wondered at that they | were received 
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* 
1 


with the greateſt marks of eſteem and affection 


by the king, for ſo ſingular a' ſervice ; indeed, 


the whole people were ananinious in their plau- 


dits, and ſhewed their Joy by ringing of bells, 
| bonfires, &c. 


Being come to the king's palace, they were 
met by the queen Berenice, and her beautiful 
daughter Uriana, the flower of courteſy, and 


paragon of rare perfection, who as ſhe excelled 


Tare*endowments of the mind, as compleated her 
a princeſs of admirable parts. After they were 
alighted from the chariot, they were conducted 
to a ſtately room, where was provided for them 
a'coſtly banquet, which being ended, their ears 
were ſaluted with moſt choice muſick ; after 
Which the ladies preſented them with a "ately 
maſk. All this while the princeſs Urania fed 
Her eyes with beho.ding Sir Guy, whoſe perfec- 
tions ſhe ſo contemplated, that love entering in 
at her eyes, ſo'wounded her heart, as ſhe be- 
came wholly captivated in the bonds of Cupid. 
Sir Guy, on the other ſide, was ſo pierced with 
her tranſcendant beauty, and her other rate ac- 
compliſhments, that he wholly reſigned up him- 


ſelf to her devotion, ſne being the loadſtone of 
his affections, attracting all the faculties of his 


ſoul in-obedience to her commands. 

The royal lovers had not long enjoyed the 
ſweets'of their mutual -paſſion, before Sir:Guy 
and his 1 were br to an vos 
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the other Sicilian virgins, in dignity and honour, 
ſo did ſhe ſurpaſs them all in beauty, and other ll 
ornaments of nature; to which was joined ſuch 
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for a knight of Theſſaly, attended by a '"{quire 


and a trumpeter, came in the utmoſt haſte, de- . | 
firing an audience of the king of S:cly, and be- 
ing admitted into his preſence, delivered himſelf 1 
as follows: | 
© Moſt noble prince, my coming hither to 
you: is to defire of you aſſiſtance for our diſ- 
© trefled country of The/ſ/aly, oppreſt, and almoſt -- 
« deſolate by the encroachments and tyranny of | 
© the king of Thrace : the cauſe of which quar- 7 
© rel he pretends to be, for that our king having 
© but one daughter named Mariana, the heireſs 
to his crowns and dominions; being a lady [4 
not only endued with excellency of nature's tt 
gifts, but withal ſo virtuous, affable, and every 
way compleat in knowledge, that ſhe may well 
© be ſaid to be the darling of her ſex, and admi- 
« ration of all that know her. This peerleſs 
« princeſs, the king of Thrace, who is a famed 
man, given over to all licentiouſneſs, and fo 
© far degenerate from royalty, that he commits 
* actions unbeſeeming a peaſant, deſired of her 
he be- father to have her in marriage; but ſhe loath- 
Cupid. © ing to link herſelf in ſuch marriage bands, in 
d with | © where love and true honuur did not mutually »þ 
are ac- embrace each other, refuſed ſo loathſome a 
ip him- © proffer, and that with ſuch indignation, that 
tone of | © upon his ambaſſador's return, being acquainted 
of his with his lighting, he reſolved to do that by 
5 © force which he could not obtain by favour; 
ved the and to that end muſter'd up a mo puiſſant 
ir Guy army, which was done in ſuch an inſtant, Na 
debds, he was marched into the midſt of our Jand 
er forp we were provided to meet him on our bor- 
— # 2 ders; 
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« ders; nay, his horſe conſiſting of ten thouſand 
< well-approved ſoldiers, excellently arm'd, both 
< with offenſive and defenſive weapons, had by 
< their incurſion ſo affrighted our people, that 
© our ſtrongeſt citadels were not held ſufficient 
© to ſafeguard them from danger, and all left to 
< the ſpoil of the enemy. At laſt this news ar- 
* riving to our king, who held himſelf ſecure by 
< reaſon there was a mutual league of peace be- 
' © tween them, which at that time was not half 
expired, that he was altogether unprovided for 
< the preſent (a great fault in princes, to think 
any eſtate ſo permanent, that it may not be 
© ſoon overturn'd) but upon the news hereof, 
© fortifies his chief city Lariſſa, where he kept 
his court, and raiſes as puiſlant an army, as he 
© could, in fo ſhort a time, be provided with, 
« which he marches againſt his enemies. The 
king of Thrace had with him a mighty giant 
© named Predo, in whom he put great confi- 
© dence : this giant had the ſtrength of ten men, 
and was for ſtature and ſhape very terrible to 
« behold. In the valley of Tempe they joined 
battle, where, notwithſtanding our men did 
what in them lay, as fighting for the liberty of 
© their country, yet being overpower'd, and bore 


© down by the ftrength and valour of the giant | 
© Predo, they received a diſmal overthrow, the | 
«© oreateſt part of the army ſlain, and moſt of the 


© reſt taken priſoners ; amongſt whom our woe- 
© ful king was one, who encountering Predo, 
© who had on him a coat of mail, and over that 
an armour of two hundred weight, being on 
foot, as no horſe was able to bear him: Our 


king 
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© king running againſt him with his lance, it 
«* ſhiver'd in a thouſand pieces, nor could his 
* ſword aught avail againſt the giant's armour, 
* altho* he laid on ſuch ſtrokes, that ſparkles 
© flew from it as a piece of hot iron, when a 
* \mith is working it. But the giant valued his 
« blows ſo little, finding him to be the Theſſalian 
* king, and now almoſt ſpent with long fighting, 
that he made no more ado, but claſping his 


arms about him, he carried both horſe and 


man together into his tent; which our men 
* ſeeing, fled, and diſperſed themſelves as well as 
they could for their own ſafety. And now the 
« Thracans being abſolute victors, it was agreed 
© amongſt them, that the giant Predo ſhould 
© carry our king priſoner with him into his 
* caſtle where he lives, being a place ftrongly 
© {ituated in an iſland, having one aſſociated 
with him, famous for his ſkill in the black art, 
* ſo that what by the ſtrength of the one, and 
* deviliſh cunning of the other, we deſpair of 
* ever having our king again. As for the king 
* of Thrace, he, with the remains of his army, 
* marched up to the city of Lariſſa, wherein our 
* princeſs Mariana is encloſed, and fo ſtrait] 
beſieged, that without ſpeedy help the city is 
in danger to be loſt, and with it the liberty 
* and welfare of our whole country, which now 
lies a bleeding in a pitiful manner, unleſs 
* (moſt noble prince) your goodneſs will be 
* pleaſed to lend us any aid or aſſiſtange, which 
now both our nobles and Common do moſt 
* humbly implore at your hands. 

The king of Sicily granted th:ir requeſt, 
and 


1 1 
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and the captains and other officers made ſuch ex- 


pedition in muſtering up an army, that in a fort- 
night's time they had gotten together twenty 
thouſand men, all compfeatly armed, and ready 


for the enterprize they were going upon. Now 


being prepared for their march, "Sir Guy went 
to take a ſolemn leave of the princeſs Uriana, 
who beſtowed on him a fair diamond ring to wear 


for her ſake ; when taking the tendereſt farewel, 
and promiſing an unchangeable affeQion for each 
other, the noble Champions departed at the 
head of their troops to the aſſiſtance of the 7e 
* In four days they reached the confines 
of Theſſaly, a country formerly enriched with all 
the ddights that art and nature could aftord ; 
but now by the miſeries of war fo ruinated and 
devaſted, that it looked like to a barren wilder- 
neſs. The firſt place they made to was the city 
of Lariſſa, vherein the princeſs Mariana was be- 
fieged ; for the relief of which Sir Alexander was 
ſent before, with a choice part of the army, to 
give them a camiſado in the night-ſeaſon, the 
reſt of the army marching at more leiſure to ſe- 
cond them, if they ſhould be overpower'd : And 
one of the The//alians, who was well a acquainted 
with the country, was ſent into the city to give 
them notice of their coming, and that at ſuch a 
time they ſhould make what ſtrength they could, 
and give a ſalley out upon the Thracians. T his 
Thefſalian, who was thus ſent in, broucht great 
comfort unto the beſieged, who accordingly pre- 
pared again{t the time ; and ſo about midnight, 
when Sir Alexander with his army was come 
within $ght of the city, and holding up a blaz- 
Ing 
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ſuch fury, as ſent ſuch nüntbere of the Thracidus. 
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ing torch, to give them notice of their approach, 

they iſſued out of their gates and manfully ſer 
upon the Thracians Sir Alexander on the other EF 
ſide coming upon their backs, fell on them with. 9 


ſouls to the lower regions, that Charon's boat 1 
was over-burthen'd with their numbers. Sir 
Alexander laid about him with. ſuch incredible 
valour, that he made a lane of ſlaughtered ar- # 
caſſes, 'till he came” to the Thracian king's pa- 
vilion, who not dreaming of any enemies ap- "| 
proach, was at that time in his bed; but being = 
alarm'd by the dreadful cry of his ſoldiers,. he 7. 
ſuddenly ſtarted up, but before he could put on 
his cloaths, Sir Alexander was entered his pavi— * 
lion, and took him priſoner. Then fell. the "| 
hearts of the Thracians, nothing being heard but 
cries and lamentations of wounded men: Here 
was one who would have run away, but had one * 
leg cut off, and the other deeply wounded; here | 
another 'entangled in his fellow's guts, which | 
he could not diſentangie, having both his arms 1 
cut off. Here lay the trunk of a body without iy 
a head, and there a head gaſping, as if it would 
fpecd to what body it belonged : In ſome death 
appeared in ſo many ſhapes, "and all of them ſo 
horrid, that to any but a very unrelenting heart 
indeed, the ſight would appear pitiful. | 
Sir Alezander having gained ſo complete a 
victory, and being joined by his brothers and 
the chief officets of the army, lead his royal 
priſoger to preſent him to the princeſs Mariana, Fr 
who received them” with the greateſt marks of WL 


eſteem and gratitude, eſpecially Sir Alexander, | 
1 ow 
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by whoſe magnanimity and martial conduct hey 
country had been refcued from fo implacable an 
enemy.— The Thracian king was committed to 
the cuſtody of the Marſhal at arms, while the 
three brothers received every honour due to fuch 
noble champions. | 3 

Amidit the joy ariſing from ſo happy a deli- 
very, the princeſs Mariana was not forgetful of 


meſſenger to the inchanted caſtle, offering to re- 
leaſe the Thracian king, in cafe her father ſhould 


inchanted iſland, but could find no acceſs into 
the caſtle, which was ſo formed by magick art, 
that whoever approachcd within a certain dif- 
tance of the gate, was taken in ſuch a deep fleep 
as if they had drank opium, 

The princeſs Mariana waited for fome time 
with great impatience for the return of the meſ- 
ſenger, and hearing no tidings of him, and fear- 
ing the worſt, ſhe conſulted the three brothers 
on the fate of her father, who unanimouſly a- 
greed to march their army into Thrace, altho' at 
that time love had taken ſo deep a root in the 
princeſs's heart, that it was almoſt death unto her 
to part with Sir Alexander, who was equally ena- 
moured of the princeſs, being ſo ſtriken with her 
admirable perfections, that his heart was capti- 
vated by her charms at the firſt ſigh: Theſe 
royal lovers were ſoon acquainted with each o- 
ther's ſentiments; and relying on the continu- 
ance of that affection which had inſpired their 
hearts, Sir Alexander, after taking a gentle fare- 
wel, prepared to purſue the atchievement of freſh 
honours by his arms. | The 
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her father's ſituation, and therefore diſpatched a 


be ſet at liberty.—The meſſenger arrived at the 
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The Sicilian army, under the valiant brothers, 
were invincible, and depending on the overthrow 
of their enemies, met their foes in the territories 

of Thrace, headed by count Brandamil, with the 


courage and intrepidity of men determined to 


conquer. For ſome time the battle was ſuſtain- 
ed with great bravery by the Threctans, till their 
general being killed, their courage forſook 
them, and they began to turn their backs, 
and feck refuge in flight, when the two giants 


Seer” - — 


who inhabited the inchanted caſtle came to their. 


ſuccour, which inſpired them with freſh reſelu- 


7 5 tion 


The Illuſtricus Hiltory of the 


don; yet all their efforts proved uſeleſs, for the 
whole army was routed, after a dreadful ſlaugh- FI 
ter; and te add to the Jaurels of the day the gi- 
ants who had been long the dread of the neigh- 
bouring ſtates fell a victim to their deſerts, and ' 
were {lain amidſt thouſands of their troops, whoſe 
. carcaſſes covered the plains and fields. 

The Thracians being thus diſcomfited, 

4 Sicilians were at leiſure to indulge 1 in 
| a little reſpite from their toils; yet their loyalty 
would not ſuffer any delay, but they immediately | 
attacked the caſtle where the king was confined, \, 
which they ſoon conquered, and killing the necro- 
mancer, the caſtle vaniſhed, leaving great numbers | 
of knights and ladies at liberty, who had been 
long confined within its dreary walls. 

Having happily executed the noble plan of 
operations which they intended, and finding out 
the king of Theſſaly, the princely brothers en- 
tertained his Majeſty, and the other captives, in 
the beſt manner their ſituation would admit; who 
all acknowledged the obligations they owed to 
the bravery of the Engliſh champions, to whoſe 
proweſs they were indebted for their freedom and 
their lives. | 

Such a train of victorious atechievements, and 
the affectionate regards which Sir Guy and Sir! 
Alexander had cultivated with the princeſs Ur;- 
ana, and the princeſs Mariana, tho? they pre- 
vented their having ſaugbt their father and his 
noble companions the other ſix champions, yet 
theſe ci cumſtances paſſed, their filial reſpect for 

their parent return'd with double force, and after 
taking lee of the king of Theſſaly and the com- 
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A wonderful and ſtrange adventure which hap- 
Fened to St. N ag Sons in purſuit of their 
father, and by what means they diſcovered that 
St. George and the other fix Champions were 
confined in the Black Caſtle. 


FTER having departed from Thrace, many 
1 and dangerous were the adventures of the 
i young princes, in the purſuit of their father 


and princes courts that they fearched to obtain a 
wiſhed fight of his martial countenance, but all 
to ſmall purpoſe, for fortune neither caſt them 


happily upon that coaſt where he with the famous | 


Thampions had their reſidence, a hc” 


70 


St. George, and many were the counties, iſlands | 
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ed in their ears the place of their arrival,m——[ 
omit and paſs over their adventures, and onl 

diſcourſe upon an accident which lead them to 
the wiſhed for diſcovered. After a tedious and 
dangerous travel they reached an iſland on the 
; e, Wh of Armenia, and having found a broad 


ſtrait path upon the coaſt they purſued its courſe, 


until they came to a fair and delectable foreſt, 
in the midſt of which was a {mall mountain, from 


which they diſcovered very fair ahd well towered 


eowns, and princely, palaces very ſumptuous to 


behold. | 


- ol 


After they had locked round about them * 
every fide, toward their right hand they eſpy'd, 


amongſt a company of green trees, a ſmall tent 
of black cloath, towards which theſe young 
Princes directed their courſe, with an eafy pace, 
but when they entered the tent, and ſaw/nobody 
therein, they remained a while, hearkening if 
they could hear any ſtirring, but they could nei- 
ther ſee nor hear any thing, but only they found 


the print of certain little feet upon the ſand, 


which cauſed them more earneſtly to defire to 
know whoſe footſteps. they were, for that the 


1 # 


ſcemed to ſome ladies or damſels: So finding * 


traces, the ne more - the 


Lnighte followed, the more the ladies. ſeemed to 
haſte, ſo long they purſued: after the trace, that 


at the end they approached a little mountain, 


whereon they found ſcattered about certain locks h 
of yellow hair, which. ſeemed like threads of 


gold, and ſtooping to gather them up, they per- 


ceived that ſome of them were wet with drops of 
blood, whereby they well underſtood, that in 


great 
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great anger they were pulled from the lady's 
head: Likewiſe they ſaw in divers places how 


the earth was ſpotted with ſpots of crimſon 


blood: Then with a more deſire than they had 
before, they went up to the top of that little 
mountain, and having loſt the footſteps, they re- 
covered it again by gathering up the hair, where 


they had not travelled far upon the mountain, 


but towards the water- ſide they heard a griev- 
ous complaint, which ſeemed to be the voice 


of women in diſtreſs, and the words which the, 


knights did underſtand were theſe: - ,, 
O love! now ſhalt thou no, more rejoice, 
© nor have any longer dominion over me, for 
death is ready to cut my thread of life, and f- 
© niſh theſe my ſorrowful lamentations : How 
© often have I aſk'd revengemetiit at the hands of 
© fortune againſt that wicked wretch that hath 
© been the cauſe of my baniſhinent, but yet ſhe 
© will-not hear my requeſt: How oft have I made 
© my "fad complaints to hell, yet have the fatal 
<furies' ſtopt their ears againſt my mournful 


© cries.” And with this ſhe held her peace, giv- 
ing a ſorrowful figh, which being done, the three 


Chriſtian knights turned their eyes to the place 


from whence they heard this complaint, and diſ- 


covered among certain 8 a lady who 
was endued with ſingular beauty, being ſo ex- 
cellent that it would have deprived them of their 
hearts, and captivated their ſenſes in the ſnares 
of love, had they not been before engagedi—- 


She had her hair about her ears, which hung dif- 


fuſedly down her comely ſhoulders through the 
violence ſhe uſed againſt herſelf, and leaning her 
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32 


check upon her delicate white hand that was be- 


ſpotted with blood, which was occaſioned by the 


ſcratching of her nails upon her roſy- coloured 
face: By her ſtood another damſel, which they 
conjectured to be her daughter, for ſhe was clad 
in virgin- coloured ſilk as white as the lillies of 
the fields, and as pleaſant to behold, as the glit- 
tering moon in a clear Winter- freezing night; 


notwithſtanding all this delectable ſight, the. 


three princely knights would not diſcover them- 


ſelves, but ſtood cloſely behind three pine-trees + 


which grew near unto the mountain, to hear the 
event of this fad accident; where, as they ſtood . 


cloaked in ſilence, they heard her thus to confer 
with her beautiful daughter: 


Oh my Roſanaæ (quoth ſhe) the unhappy fi- 


gure of him, that without pity hath wounded* 


< my heart, and left me comfortleſs with the 


greateſt Eruelty that ever knight or gentleman 


How hath it been poſſible that I have 
© had the force to bring up thee, the child of 


left lady 


* ſuch a father which hath bereaved me of my 


© liberty! O you Sovereign powers, grant that 


] may eſtabliſh in my mind the remembrance 
© of the love of thy adulterous father? O girl, 
© born to a further grief, here do I defire. the 
© guiders of thy ' fortunes, that thy glittering 
beauty may have ſuch force and power, where- 
© by the ſhining beams thereof may take revenge- 
ment of the diſhonour of thy mother: Give 
* ear, dear child, I ſay, unto thy dying mother, 
thou that art born in the diſhonour of thy ge- 
© neration, by the loſs of my virginity, here dp 
I charge thee upon my blefling, even at niy 

Sy re, four — bs. bur 


* N 1 ik \ __ T F 3 * Y 
; 1 F wt. —_—— pz *- = oe alk il 48 "I a _ l 


2 a 
— — * _ 
% — 
7 
. ee - 
\ n. LS n 1 1 = 7 
- atk ex... © a at. _ 2 
+ CY l R — 
1 1 — 4 


135 The, Iluſtrious Hiftory of the 


© hour of death, and ſwear thee by the band of 
© nature, never to ſuffer thy beauty to be enjoy- 
ed by any one, until thy diſloyal father's head 
© be offered up in ſacrifice unto my grave, there- 
© by ſomewhat to appeaſe the fury of my diſcon- 
© tented ſoul, and recover part of my former ho- 
© nour.” 

The beautiful damſe] having heard her mo- 
ther to the end, readily promiſed a ftrict com- 
pliance with her requeſt, and endeavoured to 
.comfort her deſponding parent, but it was too 
late; the queen, taking a laſt farewel of her 
beloved daughter, and recommending her to the 
protection of heaven, drooped her head, and ex- 
pired, a ſad inſtance of the credulity of the fair 
ſex, and the villainy of men. 

The three heroes, after waiting a ſhort time 
with hearts overflowing with grief, came for- 
ward, diſcovered themſelves to the damſel, and 
offered her their aſſiſtance in revenging the de- 
plorable fate and untimely death of the lady her 
mother. The young damſel ſnhedding a flood of 
tears over her deceaſed parent, for ſome time was 
inattentive to the princes, but after unburtben- 
thg ber oppreſſed mind by tears, the gave them 
a ſhort account that her deceaſed mother (who 
had been ſovereign queen of Armenia, à country 

djoining near unto this unhappy iſland) owed 
all her misfortunes to the treacherous. villainy of 
the knight of the Black Caftle, who-had abuſes 
her too great credulity and affection, and after 
robbing her of her honour, left her to the reſcnt- 
ment of her ſubjects, whom ſhe acquainted: with. | 
her unhappy ſituation; and who immediately 


drove 
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drove her from her dominions, electing another 
Ling 1 in her room. 

Roſana, for that was the young lady's name, 
having ended her narrative, and wept over her 
deceaſed mother, St. George's ſons took her by 
4 She band, proteſting never to depart from her 
company till they had ſafely conducted her to 
the Black Caſtle, When pitifully bewailing the 
miſery and untimely death of the depoſed queen, 
hey decently laid her clay-cold body in a grave 

they dug with their daggers, committing her 
mortal: part to the earth; and covering her grave 
; with green turfs, they departed on their journey 
; to a the Black Caſtle. 
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Hoco 95 George's Sons and Roſana entered the 
Black Caſtle, and ſet the Seven Champions at 
liberty, who had ſlept ſeven days on the inchanted 


bed. 


HE three knights, in company with Ro/a- 

na, after many days travel at length reach- 

ed the caſtle, which they ſummoned to ſurren- 
der, on pain of deſtruction to all who oppoſed 
their deſigns: and boldly ſounded the inchanted 
trumpet, as St. George had done before, whereas 
the gates flew open, as they had done before, and 
coming into the ſame court where the champi- 
ons had ſlain the giants, and with great difficulty 
and danger having overcome all the oppoſition 
ing againft them by the necromancer, who 
witÞ 
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vith the black knight eſcaped the juſt fury of 
their {words by flight, they put an end to the 
nchantment by the help of Roſana, who ex- 
Winguiſhed ſeven burnigg lamps with the water 
If a certain ſpring ; when immediately the noble 
Ehampions awoke, and they found themſelves 
taſters of the caſtle and its appendages ; but 
hen St. George ſaw his ſons, whom he had not 
een for two years before, and was told that thro' = 
heir bravery he and his companions were ſet at = 
tberty, he was ſo raviſhed with joy, that he ' 
wooned on their boſoms. 
Having attained the wiſhed for ſucceſs of their A 
rms, and mutual careſſes paſſing between the = 
oble company, they ſought for the villain Le- | 1 


ar and his curſed ally the necromancer, but in = 
Vain, for they were fled: therefore they ſent _ 
hem down to the beſt refreſhment they could = 

procure, and gave an account of their particular * 

| the adventures, which being told, the night was far | 

nSar By pent, and they retired to their repoſe. Moſt f 

inted ſſweet was the ſleep of theſe princely- minded 1 
champions: After ſuch a ſucceſſion of warlike 
Feats their wearied ſpirits ſunk into peaceful flum- 

Roſa ers, but about one o clock St. George was a- 

ach- vaked by the voice of ſome one in the deepeſt 

rren- Lictreſs. — Theſe unexpected moans cauſed St. 

poſed '< 7corge to ariſe from his bed, and to ſearch about 

anted > e caſtle for the object of theſe ſorrowful la- 

ereas hentations, Going up and down and ſearching... 

5 and We caſtle from one end to the other, he at laſt 

impi- iſcovered a tomb covered with black cloth, on 

culty Which lay a man of a pale and languiſhing coun- 

* enance, who at certain ft mes gave forth ſuch ., 

who 


lamentabie 
witT 
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| lamentable ſighs as almoſt rent the heart of St. 


George: on enquiry, St. George found this mi- 


ſerable victim of the necromancer's art was the. 


king of Babylon, whole torments were continued 
inceſſant dy means of a flaming fire which 
iſſued from under the tomb on which he was 
fixed, there to remain till the fire was extinguiſh- 
ed by ſomecourteous knights ſtriking three blows 
on the tomb, which would break the enchant- 
ment. On this information given him by a young 
lady who had been tortured with him in deſpite 
for her not favouring Leogar's amours with the 
king of Babylon's daughter, St. George gave 
three blows, whereon inſtantly appeared before 
him the Babylonian king, attired in rich robes, 
with an imperial diadem on his head, and alady 
ſtanding by him, with a countenance more beau- 
tiful than the damaſk roſe. 

St. George having revealed his adventure to 
the knights his companions, and received their 
congratulations, they ſtayed in the caſtle for ſome 
days, when it was agreed that St. George's fans 
ſhould each proceed as his particular engagement 
required, and the Seven Champions would ac- 
company the Babylonian king, with the lady, into 
his country, to place him again in his kingdom. 

'The beauteous Roſana, according to the pro- 


miſe made her mother fet out arrayed in all the 
habiliaments of a virtuous heroine, in ſearch of 
her cruel father, and after many long and tedi- 
ous journies, at laſt diſcovered him in a wood, i 
when ſhe related to him in grief all the hardſhips | 


the unhappy queen had undergone on his ac- 


count, and of her miſerable death; and tnat at 
her 
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t. her requeſt ſhe had taken this journey in purſuit 
i- of him, to upbraid him for his perfidy. 


1e. Alfter remaining long in a ſtate ſimilar to 
2d death, he revived juſt enough to embrace her, to 
ch acknowledge his guilt, and to recommend to her 
as that his body might be laid near to his ſo much 
h- injured and too late admired queen |! 

WS This penitent and grieved knight, when he 


it= [underſtood the certainty of her death, with a 


ng [ſudden and haſty fury ſtruck himſelf on the 


ite breaſt with his fiſt, and lifting his eyes unto the 
he clouds, in manner of exclamation againſt the 
ve fates, giving ſorrowful ſighs, he threw himſelf 
ore to the ground; tumbling and wallowing from 
es, one fide unto the other, without taking any eaſe, 
dy or having any power or ſtrength to declare the 
u- inward grief which at that time he felt, but with 
lamentation, which did torment the heart, he call- 
to ed continually on the Armenian queen, and in 
zeir that deviliſh fury wherein he was, drew out his 
me dagger, and lifting up the ſkirt of his coat of 
ans I mail, he thruſt it into his body, and (with call+ 
ent Wing upon his wronged lady) he finiſhed his life 
ac- and fell to the ground. 
nto |} This ſad: and heavy lady, when ſhe beheld 
om. him ſo deſperately to gore his martial breaſt, and 
ro- to fall lifeleſs to the earth, greatly repented 


the nherſelf, that ſhe had not diſcovered. her name, 
h of Wand revealed to him how that ſhe was his unfor« 
edi-tunate daughter, whoſe face before that time he 
>od, never beheld, and a lion (though too late) who 
hips {ſeeing before her eyes a young lioneſs evil in- 
ac- treated of the hunter, even ſo ſhe ran unto her: 
* murdered father, and with great ſpeed pulled off 
er his 
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His helmet, and unbraced his armour, which 
was in colour according to his paſſion, but yet 
as ſtrong as any diamond made by magick art, 
Alſo ſhe took away his ſhield, which had on it 'E 
a ruſſet flag, and in the mid thereof was, por- MM 
tray'd the god of love with two faces, the one 
vras very fair and bound with a cloth about his 
eyes, and the other was made marvellous fierce 
and furious. This being done, with a fair lin- 
nen cloth ſhe wiped off - the blood from his 
wounded body. And when ſhe was certain that 
it was he after whom ſhe had traveſled ſo many 
ſteps, and that he was without life, with a furi- 
ous madneſs ſhe tore her attire from her head, 
and rent her golden hair, tearing it in pieces, 
and then returning again and wiped his bleeding 
body, making ſuch ſorrowful lamentation, that 
whoſoever had ſeen her would have been moved 
| to compaſhon. 
Buy accident the Necromancer paſſing by, he 
was perſuaded by Raſana to carry the body of gar 
to be buried in the ſame grave with the deceaſed 
queen, which having complied with, the fair Ro- 
ſana, pitiouſly bedewing the grave of her parents 
with her tears, fell on her ſword and was buried 
with them. The untimely end of fo gallant a 
lady, and the friendſhip the necromancer had for 
Leogar, determin'd him to erect a ſtately ſepul- 
ehre where he remained, unconnected with the 
world till he died, 
After ſuch a ſeries of valorous exploits, and 
| fartunate ſucceſſes, dir Guy and Sir David began 
to think it time to ſolace themſelves in the bo 
2 . They therefore betook them to the 
Sicilian 
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Picilian court, where they were received with 

hich ll the marks of honour and reſpect which their 
yet * ignal and magnanimous ſervices to the Sicili- 
art, uns demanded. But the reception which Sir 
n it ini met with from the beautiful Uriana was al- 
por- moſt beyond deſcription kind and affectionate, 
one [Mas ſince his departure, the. good king her father 
t his had died, and left her ſole queen and empreſs of 
erce the ſtate.—-Sir Gay was fo well beloved by the 
lin- people, that the nobles & great men of the king- 
his dom unanimouſly crowned him king of S:cly, 
that after he had married the peerleſs queen Ur:iana. 
nany Sir David, happy to ſee his brother married, 
furi- determined to ſeek farther adventures, agreeing 
dead, to meet at the Babylonian court the rendezvous 
eces, of their father St. George, and the other cham- 
ding If pions; he therefore ſet forward, travelling thro? 
that various ſtates, till he reached the iſle of Fortune, 
oved If where he acquired great honours by his exploits, 
- If for having delivered the iſland of Ana from 
„ he If the ravages of the fiery dragon, and the wicked 
eogar arts of a necromancer, he was married to a beau- 
eaſed If tiful queen of thoſe iſlands, and crowned their 
r Ro- king and rightful ſovereign.— But notwithſtand- 
rents ing theſe honours, his virtuous conſort agreed to 


uried give up the ſplendours of a crown, and follow 
ant a his fortunes to the Engliſh ſnore.— They accor- 
id for dingly ſurrendered their kingdom to a valiant 
epul- IF and noble knight, who. was proclaimed king in 
h the ! their ſtead; and they departed amidft the ſighs 


and ſorrowful adieus, of the whole ſtate, 

Sir Alexander, after he had parted from his fa- 
ther, and his other valiant companions, immedi- 
e Jap If *tely repaired to the court of Theſſaly, and was, 
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on his arrival, hailed as the preſerver of the T heſ- 

alian kingdom, was preſented by the king him. 
ſelf to the princeſs Maria: a, whom the monarch f 
beſtowed on him in marriage, to their mutual 
wiſhes and deſires. Sir Alexander and the heau- 
tiful Mariana lived for ſome time with the king i © 
her father in the moſt agreeable manner; and 
were nominated heir to the crown after the 
king's deceaſe So taking the moſt affectionate 
leave, they departed for the court of Babylon, 
where they ſoon arrived, and found the good 
king firmly eftabliſhed on his throne, amidft the 
bleſſings of his rejoicing people. Here they 
Iikewiſe met the ſeven n oble champions, and his 
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E T beſ- 


g him. The virgin that was inchanted with him, was. 


onarch for her fidelity to her mittreſs, married to one of 
mutual the kingdom, ſo that great joy, feaſting and tri- 
> heay. umph enſued; but all was darnped by their ſud- 
e ki ng den departure, for which the court and the whole 
r; and kingdom were greatly grieved. do travelling 
er the through many countries, they came to the city 
ionate 5 : 3 
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of e where 775 pre parations were 
made for royal ſports and paſtimes, there being 
a vaſt aſſembly of Kings, Fee and valiant 
Knights, whom the Emperor had ſent for from 
divers countries, to pleake his fair daughter AI- 
cinda, who was courted hy the King of Anatolia. 
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former contract being made by her own conſent, ? 


Emperor, having heard of their fame, receiveig 


the rarities of 'that ancient and ſtately city, 2. 
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Here St. George won immortal fame, overly 
throwing horſe and man, knights and giant 
and all that came in his way; fo that the fa N 
Princeſs began to be much enamoured with hi 6 
for his valour and manly proportion: But th 
modeſty and ſhame reſtrained her from expreſſn| 
her paſſion. So the champions being highly treat- 
eq, left the court in joy and revels; and at the 
requeſt of St. Anthon;, pailed to Bane, where the 


them with a kind welcome, royal feaſting, and 1 
the preſentation of large gifts: When, viewing 


mong the beauteous nuns, who had vowed chaf, 
tity, St. George caſt his eyes on Lucinda, the Em- 
peror's daughter. Never fince the loſs of Sabra, | 
had he Gen ſo beautiful a creature; and under- 
ſtanding ſhe had vowed a perpetual virginity, he 
was ſorry he had gone with the Emperor her fa- 
ther to fee ſo angelical a creature, whom her 
vows had barred from being enjoyed, which 
much perplexed his mind; yet he reſolved to 
proſecute his love, not knowing but her mind 
might alter. So getting the apparel of a matron 
of quality, he, by giving money to the ſervants, 
got admittance into the monaſtery with a baſ- 
ket of curious fruit for the Princeſs; and paſſing | 
in that habit for a woman, he was not denied # | 
admittance to her chamber; where, to his wiſh, ? 
he found her alone, working upon a curious em- 


broidery. 


After he had made his preſent, with a low and 
humble ſubmiſſion, he diſcovered who he was, 
and the cauſe of his coming thither, At if 
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At this the Princeſs ſtarted, as one ſurprized, 


Obeteh but coming to herſelf, told him, it was not in I 

ante Þ her power, her vow being paſled to heaven, to 3 

7 I * treat of love (no farther than friendſhip extend- 36 
169K | 


cd) with any mortal creature. 


ut th: Ah! Divine creature, replied be, ſay not fo, 

nlent, leſt you deſtroy your devoted ſervant, which nei— 

eſfin, ther monſters, armed hoſts, nor inchantments 

1 1 could ever overcome,” 
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758 Truly, {ad foe, renowned Knight, I have 

2 baſ. heard of your fame, and diſlike not your perton, 

aſſing were Lat my own diſpoſal; but it never can be, 

enied i having vowed unalterable chaſtity: 3 herefore, | 

wiſh, | never more make any profters of Love to me. g 

s em- * Have you fo vowed? fjaid the noble Cham Hl 
pion, then you ſhall ſee, fair, but cruel Princeſs, | | 

EY can keep a vew as ſacred as you; and that is, 1 

Was, f i 8 2 herz | 


At 4 
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| t vow to die, and end the pain and torment of 
my mind.“ So pulling out a glittering ſword, 
with a deſperate reſolution, he had pierced his 
manly heart, had the not ſtepped in and ſtayed 
him, promiſing within ſeven days, if he would 
live for her ſake, rather than the world ſhould 
loſe ſo brave a Knight, to give him her hand at 
the altar: And fo with this ſuppoſed aſſurance, 
and much joy, he at that time left her. 

During this ſpace, the Engliſb Champion had 
inade his overture of love known to the Empe- 
ror, who highly approving of it, ſent to his 
daughter to entertain his courtſhip, that ſhe 
might, by ſo marrying, come into the world 
again (as they term it ;) ſhe going into that 
place by her own inclination. This much 
grieved the Princeſs, to find fortune had raiſed a + 
contederacy againſt her vowed chaſtity : How- 
ever, conſulting with her fellow-nuns about it, * 
they perſuaded her, ſhe ought to ſacrifice her 
life, rather that break her vow ; which too fatal- 4 
ly the performed, by ſtabbing herſelf, when the 
prieſt was going to join her 2 2 with St. 
George's, ſaying, 

. Here, noble Champion of Eneland, I thus 
deliver my ſpotleſs vowed chaſtity from the power 
of all mortal things; but, as I promiſed, my 
lifeleſs body 1s at your diſpoſal. ö 

This ſad and unexpected tragedy cauſed floods 4 
of tears to flow from all eyes, whilſt the Engl 
champion was preparing to overflow the pave- ” 
ment with blood, by falling on his ſword, had 
not the reſt prevented him: So falling on the 
acad body, and bathing its pale face with tears, | 

ſome - | | 
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ſome days after it was ſumptuoulſly interred, and 


A, 
1 
Me 
i 


Ja ſtately monument erected, with an 


epitaph 
pom it. 1 1 
Such ſorrow afflicted St. George, that he haſted 
to leave a place ſo fatal to his repoſe: Where- 
upon he and the other champions took leave of 
the afflicted Emperor and his courpþy and tome 
miles from the city they met the diſcomforted 
young Lucius, Ws band of Knights he had 
gotten to revenge TO ſiſter's death on the cham- 
pions, whom they ſoon overcome, and every one 
paſled into his owp cobnfry : Of whole deeds 
and deaths vou ill hear in the concluding 
„ x \ 
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150 The Illuſtricus Hiſtory of the 
CHAP IV. 


How the Seven Champions returning to their orun 
countries, in eæpectation of leading peaceable 
Ives, met with violent deaths, with the manner 
of them; and how they came to be Sainted, and 
called patrons of their country. My the leek 
7s worn on St, David's-day, and the croſs on 
St. Andrew's, St. Patrick's, Sc. As alſo the 
Noble Order of the Garter, in honour of St. 
George. 


HES E noble Champions of Chriſtendom, 

having run a long race of glory and re- 

nown, at laſt, years and wearineſs brought them 

to reſt and lay their bones in their own native 
lands. 

The 
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The firſt who left this earthly ſtage, was St. 


Patrick, who going up and down in pilgrim's 
weeds in Feland, and betaking himſelf to pray- 
ers in the woods and deſarts, at length he cauſed 


'a houſe of ſquare ſtone in form of a tomb to 


be built, out of which he never after went, tho' 
he lived three years, but had his victuals given 
him through a little hole, which was all the win- 
dow he had: And a little before his death, he 
digged his grave with his own nails, and there 
yielded up his pious ſpirit. Afterwards a ſtately 
chapel was built there, with an altar over his 
grave, and he ſtiled Saint and Patron of his coun- 
try: In memory of whom the rib and Englifh 
inhabiting there, annually wear a red croſs. 


St. David, coming into J/ales, and finding it 
over-run, and in a manner laid waſte by great 
ſwarms of Pagans, muſtered a troopof Knights 
out of the frontiers; and that they might the 
better diſtinguiſh each other in fight, he ordered 
them to imitate him: Then plucking up a leek 
in tlie field where they ſtood, he placed it on his 
helmet, and the reſt did the like; and having 
drawn the enemy from the mountains to the 
plains, a bloody fight enſued; in which, by the 
valour of St. David, and his Knights, their ene- 
mies were ſlaughtered in a moſt miſerable man- 
ner, and driven quite out of the country: Where- 
upon, in remembrance of this victory, he or- 
dered that all his countrymen ſhould wear a leek 
every firſt day of March, being the day on which 
the battle was fought ; and dying ſoon after of 
a violent fever he got by overcheating himſelf 
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in the battle, he was canonized a ſaint. and the 


firſt of March is called St. David's-day. 


St. Dennis, the champion of France, lived a 
godly life in his own country, and preached the 
chriſtian religion, the people of that country be- 
ing Pagans. 

A Knight of the Order of St. Michael ſo in- 
cenſed the King againſt him, for that he deſigned 
to ſubvert the ancient religion, and make his ſub- 
jects riſe againſt him, which cauſed him to order 
him immediately to be beheaded, without being 
heard; which was no ſooner done, than his ac- 
cuſer, and the executioner, with ſome others 
who mocked at his devout prayers, were ſtruck 
dead with lighfnigg; which fo terrified the 
. King, that he and all nis people renounced their 
heathen gods, and turned chziſtians. He was 
afterwards fainted, and a ſtately church built 
over his monument, in which the French Kings 
are crowned and buried, 


St. James, at his coming into Spain, built him 
a chapel], and other conveniencies about it: Get- 
ting together ſome devout chriſtians there, they 
ſung pſalms and hymns, and praiſed the God of 
Heaven for his mercies beſtowed on them ; which 


ſo incenſed the cruel King of that country, that | 


he cauſed them to be immured or ſhut up there, 
. ſo that they were ſtarved to death: Yet ſuch a 
light and harmony was ſeen and heard in the 
place after their death, that all. men wondered 
at it. And God's judgment delayed not long to 


fall on. the King; for utterly loſing his appetite, 
. he 
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he pined away, and languiſned to death. This 
James was afterwards f ſainted, and is ſtiled to 
this day, the tutelar ſaint of Spain. 

St. Andtew preaching the goſpel in Scotland, 
among the rough northern highlanders, living 
as a hermit in a cave, they fancied he was fent 


1 
— . —⅜ 
—— — —:ʒ—́ —ä4à — 


by the King as a ſpy upon their wicked ways: 
And thereupon, in a mutiny, fell upon him and 
dragged him from his cave, tyed him to a croſs 


made of two trees; and after having mocked 8 

5 him, whilſt he was praying for them, they cut 5 
68 oF his head; upon which the King, in whoſe ; | 
favour 3 


6 
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favour he highly was, hearing of it, went againſt 
them with armed forces, and deſtroyed them and 
their habitations from the earth. This St. Au- 
arew is held the Patron of Scotland, which peo- 
ple wear a croſs upon his day: He was ſoon 
fainted, and a church dedicated to him. 

dt. Anthony being at Rome, viewing an antient 
chapel, found a prophecy, that himſelf ſhould 
be the Patron of it; and after many great at- 
chievements and noble acts, ſhould return and 
de in it. Upon which he ſet forth, and per. 
formed ſeveral wonderful exploits, killing giants, 


dragons, and other ſtrange monſters ; and re- 
turning, continued there in prayer and meditati- 
5 ons 
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1 
1 - ons (having proviſions. and other neceſſarie 
= brought him) till he payed nature's debt ; at 
= which time he was fainted, the place dedicated 
1 to himꝭ and many honours conferred upon it. 
St. George, the worthy Engliſb champion, ha- 
t ving eſcaped many dangers abroad, found an un- 
d kind deſtiny too fatally awaited him at home: 
A 
DT IT IE 
e FA” J 
or har 3 ä [ 
For having a while lived a contemplative life, 
intending to ſpend the reſt of his days in peni- 
tence, the King ſent to inform him, that a dread- Wl 
. ful dragon near Dunſmore, who had a mighty WM 
'K cave for his habitation, deſtroyed all the country 
18 | 4 about 
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fav about, ſo that men and cattle were daily devour. 
the ed: Againſt this monſter (for his country's ſafe- 
ty) the champian immediately took his way, and 


charged his ſons, who were by this time returned 
from ſeeking adventures, to follow his ſteps in 
virtue and heroic deeds; recommending them 
' likewiſeto the king's care, who was then preſent, 
| and who afterwards preferred them to the chiefeſt, 
offices in his kingdom. | | 
| * St. George was buried in the chapel which 
bears his name at Vindſor: His effigy, killing a 
ö dragon, is given as the Engliſb badge of honour 
| 


3 


to our nobles. And the greateſt Princes abroad 
are proud to be champions of it, or the Noble 
Order of the Garter. 


— — —— 


| 

| 

„ 7 weary with long travel thro' great deeds, 
| The tir'd fancy then ſome reſpite needs. 
Soc hoping it will give you all content, 

Becauſe haw#er tis took, it was well qneant. 


& in a terrible combat flew the dragon ; for which, 
: deliverance the bells rang, and honfires wer. YM 
1 made through the kingdom: But this to the? 
champion was the fatal leſt of all rencounters, for 
the vaſt quantity of poiſon thrown upon him by 
| that monſtrous beaſt (he now fighting without 
9 his ſnhield) ſo infected his vital ſpirits, that two 
f | days after he died in his own houſe, having 
\ t 
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